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Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
Impact of Absences Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will understand how truancy impacts learning.
· Students will learn the consequences of missing more than 10% of school.

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk183183207]Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Parent, Student, Both signs: 1 set for whole group, prior to the lesson post parent & student sign on opposites sides of the room and both sign in the middle
· Consequence Cards, 1 set for whole group
· Each One- Teach One Fact Strip, 2 sets for whole group: cut into strips
· Dry erase dots- 1 per student

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, sticky notes, and markers.
2. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
3. Ask a volunteer to explain the difference between an excused and an unexcused absence. (Facilitator note: excused is when a parent calls in to the school and unexcused is when they don’t)
4. Tell students that a student is considered habitually truant if they have more than 5 unexcused absences or are absent more than 18 days (excused and unexcused). 
5. Instruct the groups to create a T Chart on their large poster paper with Family Impact on one side and Learning Impact on the other. Tell the groups to discuss how they believe truancy can impact their family and their learning. Groups should fill in as many answers as possible on the T Chart in 2 minutes.
6. The facilitator will create their own T-chart on poster paper to record group responses. 
7. Each group will share out an answer from each side. The facilitator will record the responses on their T-chart and mark any duplicates. After recording the responses, ask the groups if there are any they disagree with.
8. Next ask students if they think there could be legal consequences for being truant to school.
9. Divide the consequence cards as evenly as possible amongst the groups. Tell the groups they have been given cards which contain possible legal consequences for being truant. They are to discuss the consequences and decide if the consequences would be for the parent, the student or both. 
10. After the small groups get their answers, the person who woke up the earliest in their group will come up and post their cards under the appropriate sign. 
11. The facilitator will go over each consequence posted and who receives the consequence.
Facilitator note [footnoteRef:1]: [1:  https://www.pvschools.net/our-district/newsroom/news-details/~board/campo-bello-news/post/attendance-matters-introduction-to-the-cuts-program-at-campo-bello ] 

Both: Citation, Education Class, Court
Student: Tutoring, Counseling, No driver’s license until 18, Community Service Hours
Parent: Pay a fine, Diversion fee, Jail
12. Ask the groups if they think these consequences are too strict or not strict enough. Encourage the students to elaborate on what they like or don’t like about a particular consequence.
13. Next, explain to the students that missing school has been shown to negatively affect test scores and grades. Explain that the students will participate in an Each One-Teach One activity to learn about the correlation between attendance and grades.
14. Pass out an Each One-Teach One Fact Strip to each student. Depending on the class size duplicates might be needed. Instruct them to read their fact and then move around the room and teach their fact to as many students as possible. Time them for 5 minutes and tell them to try and remember as many facts as they can.
15. Once the 5 minutes is up, have students return to their seat.
16. In their groups, on large poster paper have them make a t so each group member has a designated box. Each student will write down as many facts as they can remember in their box. Time them for 2 minutes.
17. Once the time is up, students will read the facts they wrote down to their group and see which group member remembers the most.
18. Debrief the lesson by having students summarize in their own words how truancy impacts learning on a dry erase dot. Collect dry erase dots once students have summarized.
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Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
What is Truancy Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c) Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law. 
(HS S3C4 PO3) Examine the basic political, social responsibilities of citizenship: analyzing public issues and policy making.

Writing:
[bookmark: _Hlk90972697]7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
[bookmark: _Hlk90972718]SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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