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Impact of Absences Lesson 
Each One, Teach One Statements



· The number of public-school students who are chronically absent—meaning they miss at least 10 percent of days in a school year, whether excused or unexcused—has nearly doubled, from about 15 percent in the 2018-2019 school year to around 30 percent in 2021-2022. 

· Research shows that school absences take a toll on grades and performance on standardized tests. 

· Beyond test scores, irregular attendance can be a predictor of high school drop-out, which has been linked to poor labor market prospects, diminished health, and increased involvement in the criminal justice system. 


· While test scores are not the only important aspect of student success, they provide a measurable early indicator that is predictive of broader long-term outcomes. 

· The observed association between absenteeism and test scores is large enough to account for 16-27 percent of the overall test score declines in math, and 36-45 percent of the declines in reading. 

· NCES’s School Pulse Panel results show that almost three-quarters of public schools reported (in May of 2022) that chronic absenteeism has increased since before the pandemic. 

· On average, twenty-two percent of fourth-grade public school students reported being absent 5 days or more in the month preceding the date they took the NAEP assessment—double the percentage in 2019. 

· Children who are frequently absent from school may experience academic difficulties and are less likely to complete school if no intervention takes place.

· Schools can be faced with loss of funds when students miss “count day” and may be at risk for failure to meet state and federal standards for school attendance rates, which can result in a number of consequences for schools including turning over operations of the school to the state or private company. 

· Roughly one in four students in the 2022-23 school year remained chronically absent, meaning they missed at least 10% of the school year. 

· Chronically absent students are at higher risk of illiteracy and eventually dropping out. They also miss the meals, counseling, and socialization provided at school. 

· Family Issues: Unstable home environments, parental neglect, or family crises can lead to absenteeism. Students may prioritize familial responsibilities over school attendance. 

· Lack of Engagement: Students who feel disconnected from the school community or disinterested in academic pursuits are more likely to skip classes. 

· Lack of Engagement: Students who feel disconnected from the school community or disinterested in academic pursuits are more likely to skip classes. 

· Lack of Engagement: Students who feel disconnected from the school community or disinterested in academic pursuits are more likely to skip classes. 

· Lack of Engagement: Students who feel disconnected from the school community or disinterested in academic pursuits are more likely to skip classes. 

Sources
Bullet points 1-5 are from https://www.whitehouse.gov/cea/written-materials/2023/09/13/chronic-absenteeism-and-disrupted-learning-require-an-all-hands-on-deck-approach/  
Bullet points 6-7 are from https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/blog/attendance_and_naep_2022_score_declines.aspx 
[bookmark: _Hlk183505541][bookmark: _Hlk183505556]Bullet point 8 is from https://nces.ed.gov/programs/raceindicators/indicator_rcc.asp 
Bullet point 9 is from https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC5733793/ 
Bullet points 10-11 are from https://apnews.com/article/school-attendance-sick-day-chronic-absenteeism-270f6d07041760e90bf84d9f4108aa4d 
Bullet points 12-16 are from https://www.educationworld.com/teachers/tackling-truancy-strategies-addressing-student-absence-problems

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                          December 2024	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




