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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
Strategies to Stay in School Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: 
· Students will learn about different types of schools
· Students will set one personal goal for attending school this year

[bookmark: _Hlk146786023]Protective Factor Developed:  Connection/Committment to school

Materials: 
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Large Whiteboard, 1 per group- prior to the lesson hang one next to each group
· Card Deck, 1 for whole group
· Technology (device with internet access) needed, 1 per student
· School policies on class schedule requirements per high school grade level – for facilitator
· Sticky notes, 1 per student
Prior to class: meet with the school guidance counselor to find out the school’s policy on class schedule requirements. For example, do seniors need to attend a full schedule of classes if they are current on their class credits. Bring this information to this lesson and/or ask the school guidance counselor to co-teach this lesson.

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk146786075]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive to effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained more easily with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Lesson:
1. Divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students each. Provide each group with large poster paper, large whiteboard, sticky notes, and markers.
2. Tell the students that everyone in the small group should contribute to the answers for the next activity. However, each person will serve a specific role. Instruct each small group to pick one group member for each small group role:
a. Recorder: this person will be the writer and will write the group’s responses
b. Reporter: this person will be the one who shares the group’s answers with the whole class
c. Timekeeper: this person will watch the clock and ensure the group finishes in time
d. Task keeper: this person will ensure they stay on task and complete the project
If only 3 in a group, the timekeeper and task keeper can be the same person
3. Ask students to list ways students could overcome their reasons for being truant on their large whiteboard. Time them for 2 minutes.
4. Once the time is up, have each group report out 1 of their reasons.
Facilitator Guide for Possible Answers: *Mention the highlighted reasons if they were not mentioned.
· Set an alarm
· Prepare school things the night before
· Join clubs, teams, extracurricular activities
· Seek out community clubs, organizations, and activities
· Talk with parents, teachers, school counselors for help in connecting to school
· Talk with a trusted adult about unsafe or unhealthy situations you might be involved in or someone you know
· Talk with a trusted adult about a lack of resources, or needs of your family
· Seek help from teachers with classwork, test taking strategies and school success strategies
· Switch to an online only school
5. Have students switch group roles.
6. Explain to students that each group will research different types of schools that are available that might be of more interest to them than a traditional school. 
7. Each group will choose a different school option from the card deck, learn about it and present to their classmates the benefits of choosing that option. Each card includes a different school and an overview of what their presentation should include.
8. Give groups 15 minutes to research and create their presentation on their large poster paper. 
9. Once the time is up, each group will present to their classmates. Important facilitator note to point out after presentations: Finding a different school option can help you stay motivated by offering a learning environment that better suits your needs. A new school might provide programs that match your interests, a teaching style that works better for you, or more support in areas where you need it. Changing schools can also give you a fresh start, with new challenges, activities, and opportunities to connect with peers and teachers. If you're feeling disengaged, a different setting might spark your motivation and help you focus on what excites you about learning.
10. The facilitator will share that in Arizona, transferring schools is legal, but students must meet certain requirements, such as proof of residency, approval from the receiving school, and review of academic and behavioral records. It's important for families to check district-specific rules and follow the application procedures to ensure a smooth transfer process.
11. Next, inform students of their own school policies for attendance. For example, 9th and 10th grade have full schedules. Although 11th grade might get to skip 1 class each semester if they have all their credits so far. Then, senior year if they have all their credits so far, they can elect to only go to school for 4 classes. This could help the students see that if they can stay focused and get through the first 2 years of high school, it gets easier. Facilitator Note: A counselor could be a great resource to explain school policies for attendance or check with the counselor to find your schools’ specific requirements to share with the students.
12. Debrief the lesson by providing each student with a sticky note. Instruct the students to think of one thing they are going to focus on this year to attend school every day and write it on their sticky note. 
13. Ask volunteers if they want to share their goal with the class.  
14. Remind them that when we vocalize our goals, we are more apt to be successful with them.
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Truancy Understanding and Overcoming Barriers Academy
(Middle/High School)
Strategies to Stay in School Lesson Plan

Arizona State Standards Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Writing:
7-12. W. 2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.
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