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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
A Country of Immigrants Lesson Plan
Adapted from: Immigration Lesson Plan Grades k-2 (available at https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/lesson-plans/teaching-content/immigration-lesson-plan-grades-k-2/)

Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Learn a brief overview of how immigration has shaped the United States
· Learn reasons why families continue to immigrate to the United States
· Learn general naturalization laws

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Extra small post-it notes (enough for each student) 
· Internet Access and at least 5 laptops or tablets (if unavailable, print copies of the stories from http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/young_immigrants/)
· World Map (a free map can be printed using the following link: http://geoalliance.asu.edu/sites/default/files/maps/World_tilemap.pdf) 
· Optional: Naturalization Process Handout (available at the following link: https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/learn-about-naturalization) 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Defining the Word “Immigrant”
1. Begin the activity by placing students into groups of 3-5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm and create a definition for the word “Immigrant.”  Have each group report out. The facilitator should rotate around to each group to observe their definition before each group reports out. 
3. Provide students with the following Webster’s definition:  Immigrant – a person who comes to another country to take up residence. 
4. Next, explain that everyone in the United States has an immigrant past, with the exception of Native Americans.  Explain that some people came unwilling, such as Africans who were sold into slavery.  Also explain that most people came to seek more opportunities and freedom.   Explain that today, people still immigrate to America for various reasons.  
5. Have students brainstorm and record a list of reasons why people may come to the United States today, and have groups report out. 
Possible Reasons:  
· Escape persecution because of race, religion, nationality, social group or political preference
· Escape conflict or violence
· Escape poverty
· Seek refuge from environmental factors such  as storms, fires, floods
· Seek better healthcare
· Seek educational opportunities
· Seek job opportunities
· Family reunification
· Marriage
· Human desire to explore

Activity 2: Meet Young Immigrants
1. Direct groups to go to the following link on their laptops or tablets (you can also print copies of the stories if laptops are unavailable): http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/young_immigrants/
2. Assign each group one of the 5 young immigrants (Asaya, Taylor, Vandi, Sadana, or Gabriella.)  Have each group read as well as watch the student stories, and record answers to the following questions. If you have more than 5 groups, some groups may have duplicate stories.
A. What is your assigned student’s name and age? 
B. Where does your student live?
C. Which country did your student migrate from? 
D. What brought the student’s family to America?
E. Describe one unique cultural difference that your student discussed in the video and article.

3. Have each group select a representative to report out on the group’s answers.  Ask for volunteers from the class to share something they may have in common with or something they could learn from the student being presented.   
4. Next, ask the class to list some of the things that immigrants might need to do in order to become American citizens. Record responses on the board/smart board. 
5. Put a check mark next to the responses that are part of naturalization requirements.
Possible Answers:  Be of good moral character, Live lawfully in the US for at least 5 years, Know how to read, Write, and understand English, etc.) 

6. Explain that the process for becoming a U.S. citizen is called naturalization and is handled by the federal government, rather than by the states.  The U.S. Constitution, Article 1; Section 8 gives Congress the power to “establish a uniform Rule of Naturalization.” Under the naturalization rules, children must wait until they are 18 in order to apply for naturalization.
7. Optional: Pass out the handout on the steps to naturalization. (available at: https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/learners/learn-about-naturalization) 

Activity 3: Melting Pot
1. Hang up a world map.
2. Provide each group with extra small post it notes.  Have them write down their name on up to 3 post its.  
3. Net, have students take turn coming up to the map, and post their name near the country or countries of origin that their families come from.
4. Debrief the lesson by asking students to share one interesting or new thing that they learned. 
5. End the lesson by emphasizing the point that even one classroom represents a melting pot of different cultures throughout the world. 

Alternative closing activity – “Cultural Quilt”- Provide students with 6 X 6 inch squares.  Have each student decorate a square with images that represent their cultural background.  Either glue or connect the squares together using a hole punch and yarn. Display the cultural quilt in the class.
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
A Country of Immigrants 

Correlations


Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Technology
Analyze and evaluate information to generate new ideas, processes or products.
(7-12 S1C1PO1)

Geography
Describe the push and pull factors that cause human migrations.
(7-12 S4C4 PO2)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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