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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Associating with School Social Groups Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson


Objectives:  Students will…
· Think about what differences and similarities they share with their peers
· Explore how differences and similarities can benefit social groups at school
· Understand that some social group behaviors can have legal consequences 
· Practice conversations getting to know members of different social groups

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Paper and pencil for each student
· Soft object to toss during the debrief

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Similarities and Difference with Classmates
1. Begin the activity by allowing students to sit in the groups of their choosing; however the group’s size should be limited to 4 or 5 students in each.   Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct each student to individually write on their own paper, 3 similarities they think they have with the group they chose to sit with and 3 differences they may have with the rest of the class. The facilitator should provide guidance on what is acceptable and unacceptable prior to the students beginning their list.
3. Instruct the groups to share their similarities within their small group and then ask for volunteers from each group to share their similarities aloud to the class. For each similarity mentioned, ask the listening audience to raise their hand if they share that similarity too.   
4. Next, instruct the groups to share their differences within their small group and then ask for volunteers from each group to share differences they may have with the class. 
5. Next, instruct the groups to discuss the activity and if anything surprised them about similarities or differences they thought they had with their group or classmates. Ask for a few volunteers to share their observations.

Activity 2: Benefits of Similarities and Differences among Social Group Members.
1. Instruct the class to brainstorm with you a list of social groups that may exist at school. Record the student’s responses on the board.
Possible Suggestions:  Teachers, Students, Administrators, Coaches, Support staff, Parents, Athletes, Band members, Choir, Arts, Lunch groups, Specific ethnic groups such as White, Hispanic, & Black, Specific cultural groups such as Latin, Islamic, & Native American, Specific Clubs such as Chess, Dance, & Robotics; Specific delinquent behaviors such as Truant, Aggressors; Specific civic behaviors such as Leaders, Community volunteers, & Student Council members; Economic status groups such as Wealthy, Poor, & Foster, etc. (Leave this list on the board for later use.)

2. Next, instruct the groups to brainstorm two lists on their large poster paper. The first list should include the benefits of sharing similarities among the members of a social group, such as, a shared vision. The second list should include the benefits of having differences among the members of a social group, such as, a variety of solutions.
3. Rotate around to each group and ask for a volunteer to share one item from both lists and ask the other groups to check off any similar items on their lists.  Continue to rotate until all new ideas have been heard.
4. Next, ask the groups to discuss any social behaviors of a group that may have legal consequences or behaviors that may lack positive civic behaviors.  Invite volunteers from each group to share their group’s suggestions as you record the responses on the board. Elaborate on any laws that pertain to the suggestions. (see Arizona Criminal Codes for specific laws:  https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=13 )
Possible Responses:  Groups who participate in delinquent activities such as illegal drug use, property damage, truancy, theft, harassment, threats, intimidation, violence, aggression and bullying/cyberbullying; groups who act uncivil such as using disrespectful terms for others, exhibiting prejudicial, racist, or mean spirited attitudes towards others; etc. 

Activity 3:  Practice Meeting People in Different Social Groups
1. Instruct the groups to discuss and brainstorm a list of 5 conversation starters, a student could use to get to know members of a group they would like to be a part of but do not normally associate with.  For example, introduce yourself, compliment them on an achievement you heard about, or ask questions to see what common ground you may have.
2. Next, instruct the group to think of two ways they can respond respectfully if they are rejected by someone they are trying to get to know better such as, “It was nice meeting you, maybe we can talk again sometime.”  Or “Let me know if you would ever like to…”
3. Now, instruct the students to practice their conversation starters with at least 3 other students from the class who are not part of their group.  
4. Instruct the students to return to their group seats and discuss their experience.  
5. Then in their small group, plan a school activity that would encourage the student body to associate with a different person or group on a special day designated for school wide diversity awareness.  
6. Rotate around to each group and have volunteers present their group’s plan to the class.  

Debrief:  Toss a soft object to a willing student and ask them to think of a question they could ask someone they didn’t know.  Instruct the student to toss the object to another willing student and ask them the question they came up with.  That student should answer the question and then think of another question they could ask and then toss the ball to another willing students who will answer the questions and ask another before tossing to another willing student.  Continue until time is up.  
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“Understanding Differences”: Academy
(Middle/High)
Associating with School Social Groups 

Correlations

Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)

Theater
Collaborate in informal performances.
(S1C1PO 204).

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning
and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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