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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School) 
Voting in Elections Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn the difference between primary and general elections.
· learn about being an informed voter.
· understand the importance of voting. 
Protective Factor Developed: Belief in Future
[bookmark: _Hlk48028835]SEL Competency: Social Awareness

Materials:
· What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? Handout
· What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? Handout Answer Key
· Pen or Pencil – 1 per student
· Large Poster Paper/Markers – 1 per group
· Post-it Notes – 1 pack per group
· Whiteboard/Markers

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

(For Officers) Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]
Activity 1: Different Types of Elections
1. Divide the class into small groups of 4-5 students and provide each group with a piece of large poster paper and markers. 
2. Share with students that there are two types of elections known as Primary Elections and General Elections. 
3. In groups, ask students to create a t-chart and label one side “Primary Elections” and one side “General Elections” and brainstorm what they think each type of election entails. 
4. Ask student volunteers to define and/or explain what each type of election is/does. Call on volunteers to share their responses. The facilitator should write the definitions on the board or on large poster paper as students volunteer their answers. 
· Primary Election: Narrow down each recognized political party's candidates. The candidates that win the nomination in the primary election advance to the general election.
· General Election: Final election, held between the nominees from the various primaries (as well as independent candidates), in which candidates are elected to office.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.azcleanelections.gov/ ] 

5. Inform students when the next Arizona Primary Election and Arizona General Election will take place. A.R.S. § 16-201 states legally when the primary is to be held and A.R.S. § 16-211 states legally when the general election is to be held.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=16 ] 

· A.R.S. Title 16, Chapter 2 – Election Dates: https://www.azleg.gov/arsDetail/?title=16 
6. Pass out a pack of post-it notes to each group and ask students to answer the following question in their groups. Group members should take 2 minutes to write out benefits on the post-it notes and place their benefits on the Primary Election side or the General Election side of the t-chart as they discuss the topic together. Some benefits may overlap and pertain to both types of elections.
· What are the benefits of voting in both the primary and general elections? 
Possible Responses: Answers will vary, but students may mention that it is their civic duty, that the primary election narrows down the candidates and you want to have a say in each, to have their voices heard or their opinions count. 
7. Start with the first group and ask a volunteer to share a benefit and continue until each group has shared at least one. Provide any responses that may have been missed.

Activity 2: Informed Voting
8. Explain to students what it means to be an informed voter. Being an informed voter means to be knowledgeable about the issues and positions of candidates when voting. Informed voters can make decisions without influence from outside factors intended to persuade those who may not fully understand a candidate’s platform or ideas.
9. Explain to students that now they will brainstorm the different methods in which a voter can learn about a candidate or issue in pairs. 
10. Divide students into new groups of 4-5 students and pass out the What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? handout to each student. 
11. Instruct groups to take 5 minutes to discuss question #1 and record their responses onto the handout. 
12. After 5 minutes, discuss the responses provided on the handout with the class by calling on volunteers to share. 
Question: What are the different methods in which a voter can learn about a candidate or issue?
Possible Responses: Official campaign website, social media, mainstream news, video ads, static digital/photo ads, official voter pamphlets/booklets.
13. Then, in small groups, ask students to brainstorm what they think the following Thomas Jefferson quote means. 
· “A well-informed electorate is a prerequisite to democracy.”
14. Call on volunteers to share their group’s response. 
Correct Answer: For the sake of our democracy, we need to take an active part in educating ourselves before voting.
15. Explain to students that they will review the responses on the What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? handout in their groups. 
16. After reviewing, groups should a continuum with “Most Accurate and Unbiased” on one end and “Least Accurate and Biased” on the other end on a piece of large poster paper. They can model it off the example on their handout. The continuum is generalizing the information sources, knowing that there are exceptions.
17. After 10 minutes, call on each group to share one information source and explain where they placed it on their continuum and why. Repeat until all possible responses have been shared with the class. 
Possible Responses: 
· Campaign websites are more likely accurate and unbiased as the candidate explains their stance on issues. 
· Official voter booklets are more likely accurate and unbiased as they state the platforms and don’t interject opinion. 
· Mainstream media/news is likely more in the middle as they state opinions and therefore create bias. 
· Ads are likely toward the biased side as they can range from stating a candidate’s stance to attacking another candidate with false or inflated accusations, etc.
· Social media is more likely inaccurate and/or biased since anyone can post anything.

[bookmark: _Hlk96976523]Optional Activity: Cast Your Vote
18. Students will go to https://www.icivics.org/games/cast-your-vote and play the Cast Your Vote iCivics Game. Cast Your Vote is about the voting experience including being an informed voting and candidate campaigns. If there are not enough laptops/tablets for each student to play the game, divide the class into small groups of 2-3 students to play the game as a team.
19. After students have completed their game play, call on volunteers to share their experience with the class. 

[bookmark: _Hlk96851511]Lesson Debrief: Ask students to share one thing they learned about voting in elections within their groups. Call on a volunteer from each group to share with the class. Then, ask students to share one thing they will remember about sources within their groups. Call on a volunteer from each group to share with the class. 
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Voting in Elections
What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? Handout

1. What are the different methods in which a voter can learn about a candidate or issue?










2. Place each information source on a continuum with “Most Accurate (Unbiased)” on one end and “Least Accurate (Biased)” on the other end.






Most Accurate _________________________________________________________________Least Accurate
(Unbiased)											           (Biased)
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“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Voting in Elections
What Does it Mean to be an Informed Voter? Handout
Answer Key

1. What are the different methods in which a voter can learn about a candidate or issue?

Official campaign website, social media, mainstream media/news, video ads, static digital/photo ads, watch/attend debates, attend events, speak to candidates, official voter pamphlets/booklets.


2. Place each information source on a continuum with “Most Accurate (Unbiased)” on one end and “Least Accurate (Biased)” on the other end.



Most Accurate _________________________________________________________________Least Accurate
(Unbiased)											           (Biased)

· Official voter booklets are more likely accurate and unbiased as they state the platforms and don’t interject opinion. 
· Campaign websites are more likely accurate and unbiased as the candidate explains their stance on issues. 
· Mainstream media/news is likely more in the middle as they state opinions and therefore create bias. 
· Ads are likely toward the biased side as they can range from stating a candidate’s stance to attacking another candidate with false or inflated accusations, etc.
· Social media is more likely inaccurate and/or biased since anyone can post anything. 
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“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Voting in Elections
Correlations

Social Studies
Civics
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.

English Language Arts
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
[bookmark: _Hlk90972718]9-12 SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
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