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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Military Branches and Enlisting Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn about the different branches of the military.
· understand the requirement to register for the draft.
· learn the steps involved in enlisting.

Protective Factor Developed: Belief in Future
SEL Competency: Responsible Decision Making

Materials:
· Military Branches Handout – 1 per student
· Large Poster Paper with Military Branch Headings
· When You Turn 18 Booklet – 1 per student
· Large Poster Paper/Markers – 1 per group
· Selective Service Website: https://www.sss.gov/register/
· Projector and Screen
[bookmark: _Hlk96854344]Optional Materials:
· When You Turn 18 Booklet (online version): https://lawforkids.org/military
· Military Branches Matching Game: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/games/high-school/military-branches-matching-game 
· Military Branches Multiple Choice Game: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/games/high-school/military-branches-multiple-choice-game 

Timeframe: 40 Minutes

(For Officers) Team Teaching: For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
	
· assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides an opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Activity 1: What are the Military Branches?
1. Explain that each branch of the military has a unique mission within the overall mission of U.S. security and peace. The U.S. Military has five branches. 
2. Provide the Military Branches handout to each student to provide a visual of the branches, their titles, and the common phrases associated with each branch.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://usmilitary.com/understanding-the-5-branches-of-us-military/ ] 

3. Have 5 sheets of large poster paper placed around the classroom and each sheet should be titled with the name of a military branch. 
4. Divide the class into five groups of 4-5 students in each and explain that students will participate in a carousel activity. If the class size is large, duplicate posters should be used to keep groups sizes small.
5. Explain that groups will brainstorm what they know about each military branch as they walk to each poster and write what they know on the poster paper. Each group should select one recorder to write down information and groups will have 2 minutes of time per poster. 
6. After groups are back at the poster they started with, call on groups to share the information provided on the poster. Discuss each branch as students provide their responses. 
7. The following descriptions of the military branches may be used to provide clarifying comments.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.va.gov/vetsinworkplace/docs/em_structureBranches.asp ] 

· Army
Correct Answer: Defends the land mass of the U.S., its territories, commonwealths, and possessions. It does so through providing forces and capabilities for sustained combat and stability operations on land. The Army also provides logistics and support to other branches. The Army is the largest and oldest branch of the military.
· Navy
Correct Answer: Maintains, trains, and equips combat-ready maritime forces capable of winning wars, deterring aggression, and maintaining freedom of the seas. The Navy is America's forward deployed force and is a major deterrent to aggression around the world.
· Air Force
Correct Answer: Provides a rapid, flexible, and when necessary, lethal air and space capability that can deliver forces anywhere in the world in less than forty-eight hours. It routinely participates in peacekeeping, humanitarian, and aeromedical evacuation missions. 
· Marine Corps
Correct Answer: Maintains ready expeditionary forces, sea-based and integrated air-ground units for contingency and combat operations, and the means to stabilize or contain international disturbance. The Marine Corps is an immediate response force that can be used to overwhelm the enemy.
· Coast Guard
Correct Answer: Provides law and maritime safety enforcement, marine and environmental protection, and military naval support. Activities can include patrolling our shores, performing emergency rescue operations, containing and cleaning up oil spills, and keeping illegal drugs from entering American communities. 

Optional Follow-up Activity: Provide students with the Military Branches Multiple Choice game links. Students may play these games to review common phrases that are associated with each military branch and to review the five branches of the military.
· https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/games/high-school/military-branches-multiple-choice-game
· https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/games/high-school/military-branches-matching-game 

Activity 2: Selective Service
8. [bookmark: _Hlk87693147]Explain that students will now learn about Selective Service and the law.
9. Divide students into new small groups of 4-5 students for 7 minutes and provide each student a copy of the When You Turn 18 booklet. Alternatively, students may access the online version of the When You Turn 18 booklet at https://lawforkids.org/wyt18-booklet.
10. Assign each group a question about the military to research and present on and provide each group with a sheet of large poster paper and markers.
11. Students should read and discuss their question and answer and then create an informational flyer that explains the answer to their question using both text and visuals. Groups will then present their topic to the class. The following questions will be used for this activity.
· At what age can I enlist in the Armed Forces?
Correct Answer: You may enlist at 17 with your parental consent (50 App. USC §454 (c)). Without their consent, you may enlist between the ages of 18 and 35.
· What is "The Draft"?
Correct Answer: A draft is the mandatory enrollment of individuals into the armed forces," (usa.gov/selective-service).
· Who must register with Select Service (The Draft)?
Correct Answer: Almost all men aged 18-25 who are U.S. citizens or are immigrants living in the U.S. are required to be registered with Selective Service. U.S. law calls for citizens to register within 30 days of turning 18 and immigrants to register within 30 days of arriving in the U.S.," (usa.gov/selective-service).
· Will draft cards be issued when I register?
Correct Answer: No. If a draft is called, you will receive notiﬁcation. The notice will order you to report for a physical examination and processing. It will also give information on exemptions and deferments.
· Are there any exemptions to who must register for the Draft?
Correct Answer: Men in the U.S. on student, visitor, or diplomatic visas and women are not required to register," (usa.gov/selective-service). For other exemptions and for transgender people, visit https://www.sss.gov/register/who-needs-to-register/ to review the "Who Must Register Chart".
· I’m going to go to college next Fall, can I get an exemption if I am called to register for the draft?
Correct Answer: There are no student or job-related deferments. However, hardship, conscientious objector, and ministerial exemptions are still being allowed (50 App. USC §456).
· What can happen if I do not register for the Draft?
Correct Answer: Men who do not register could be prosecuted and, if convicted, ﬁned up to $250,000 and/or serve up to 5 years in prison. In addition, a man who fails to register with Selective Service before turning 26, even if not prosecuted, will become ineligible for:
· student Financial Aid, including Pell Grants, College Work Study, Guaranteed Student/Plus Loans, and National Direct Student Loans;
· citizenship (if the man ﬁrst arrived in the U.S. before his 26th birthday); and  
· Federal Job Training under the Workforce Investment Act (formerly JTPA) which offers programs that train young men for jobs in auto mechanics and other skills and is only available to those men who register with Selective Service.
12. After, call on each group to report out their question and answers and share their illustration by starting with the first group and ending with the final group. Reiterate the legal consequences of not registering for the Selective Service. Discuss responses as they are reported and provide clarification as needed. 
13. [bookmark: _Hlk97065637]Using a projector, display the following website on the screen and explain that leaves of absence for the National Guard are protected by A.R.S. § 26-168, meaning their jobs and schooling are protected if called to duty. 
· https://www.azleg.gov/ars/26/00168.htm 
14. Display the following website on the screen and explain that this is the Selective Service website.
· https://www.sss.gov/register/ 
15. Review the following information needed to register for the Selective Service.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://www.sss.gov/register/ ] 

· Social Security Number 
· Home Address
· Full Name 
· E-mail
16. Scroll down the page and walk students through filling out the required registration form to demonstrate the process for submission.
17. Explain that if you don’t have a social security number, you can visit your local post office to pick up a form or download one on their website. 

Lesson Debrief: Pose this question to the class and ask students to think about it for a minute. If a friend were about to enlist, what recommendations would you have for them? Call on volunteers to share responses.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18 Civil Responsibilities” Academy
(High School)
Military Branches
Correlations

Social Studies
Civics
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.

English Language Arts
9-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
9-12 SL.2 Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
9-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.
9-12.L.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple‐meaning words and phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
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