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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
Tax Filing Threshold Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn about who is required to pay taxes.
· Learn about tax filing thresholds.
· Practice persuasive skills.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Whiteboard
· Whiteboard marker, 1 for teacher
· ID Card Handouts, 1 per group
· Devices to visit the IRS and LawForKids websites, 1 per group
· Four Corners Signs: Agree, Disagree, Strongly Agree, Strongly Disagree

Timeframe: 45 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Divide students into groups of 3-4.
2. Ask “Who has to pay taxes?” Allow students to discuss with their groups before calling on a few people to share. Record ideas on the whiteboard.
3. Explain that a tax filing threshold is the amount of money a person must make before owing taxes. There are different thresholds for different people depending on factors such as age and marital status.
4. Distribute one ID card handout and one technology device to each group. 
5. Direct students to the IRS webpage: www.irs.gov/newsroom/who-needs-to-file-a-tax-return. They can use the QR code at the bottom of the ID Card handout. 
6. Give groups 4 minutes to determine whether the person on their group’s ID card is legally required to pay taxes or not. They should be prepared to explain why or why not.
7. Call on each group to share out. Make corrections as needed.
8. Introduce the LawForKids.org poll question: 
· In 2022, the tax filing threshold was $12,950 for people aged 18-64. This means that anyone who made more than $12,950 in 2022 is required to pay taxes for that year. Advocates of lower tax filing thresholds argue they ensure everyone contributes to public services, while advocates of higher thresholds argue that they help take the burden off lower-income individuals. 
Do you think the tax filing threshold should be raised to help lower-income individuals?
0. Ask students to discuss the question with their groups and come up with 2 arguments for yes and two arguments for no.
1. Rephrase the question into a statement: “The tax filing threshold should be raised to help lower-income individuals.” Students will participate in a Four Corners Activity:
· Agree, Disagree, Strongly Agree, Strongly Disagree
· Students go to the group that reflects their opinion.
· Students introduce themselves and discuss with their groups their reasoning and choose a spokesperson to present for the group.
· The spokesperson for each group presents their group's reasons.
· Students may change groups if their opinions have changed.
2. Have students return to their original groups and visit LawForKids.org and click on “What do you think?” They should find the tax threshold poll question and enter their vote.
3. Debrief by asking students “What arguments did you hear that you felt were the most persuasive?” They should discuss with their groups before sharing out.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
LawForKids Poll Question Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
HS.SP3.8 Present arguments and explanations that feature ideas and perspectives on issues and topics to reach a range of audiences using print, oral, and digital technologies.
HS.E2.3 - Use cost-benefit analysis and/or marginal analysis to evaluate an economic issue.
HS.E4.2 - Evaluate the economic conditions that lead to fiscal and monetary policy choices and explain their impact on households and businesses.
HS.E5.2 - Evaluate how interdependence impacts individuals, institutions, and societies.

English Language Arts
11-12.SL.1 - Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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