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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
Taxes Vocabulary Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn key vocabulary related to filing taxes.
· Practice completing a 1040 form.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Whiteboard
· Whiteboard marker, 1 for teacher
· Poster paper, 1 per group
· Markers/pens, 1 per person
· Devices to access internet, 2 or more per group
· Vocabulary Cards, 2-3 cards per group
· ID Cards, 1 per group

Timeframe: 55 Minutes	

Activity:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk160457785]Write the following terms on the whiteboard before the lesson: W-2, dependent, head of household, spouse, digital assets, wages, filing status, withholding, tip income, social security benefits, earned income credit, standard deduction 
2. Divide students into groups of 3-4 and distribute devices, 2-3 vocabulary cards, poster paper and markers/pens to each group.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk160185103]Introduce the activity: “Filing taxes can be complex. A good place to start is knowing the vocabulary on the tax form. Each small group will be assigned a few vocabulary terms about taxes or employment. You will work together with your groups to define the terms in your own words. Groups can use their computer / smart phone to get the definitions. Use any resource you can to define the terms.”
4. Tell students to write definitions for their terms on their vocabulary card. 
5. Whichever group defines the term should teach their term to the whole group. Make corrections as needed (answer key below). Other groups should listen and use their poster paper to illustrate an example of the word they just learned or write a sentence that uses the term correctly.
6. Groups should share their sentence or illustration and the group that defined the term should determine if it was correct (with facilitator help if needed). Continue until all groups have been the “teacher” with their assigned term.
7. Have groups re-use the ID cards from lesson 1 “Tax Filing Thresholds” to complete the next step. Each group will use the same ID card so they can work together to complete their forms. Distribute a 1040 form to each student. Explain that the 1040 form is the standard U.S. individual income tax return form. 
8. Have groups review and find any terms, information, or symbols they do not understand.
9. Instruct students to fill out the 1040 form as if they were the fictional character on the ID card. Tell them that the goal is to understand the vocabulary on the form.
10. Call on each group to share what fictional character they have and 2 pieces of information from their form. Make sure the two areas from the form are different for each group. Correct as needed.
11. Debrief by asking each group to give a word and definition that they learned. 


Answer Key:
· W-2: A tax form provided by employers to employees, summarizing wages, and taxes withheld during the year.
· dependent: A person, such as a child or relative, who relies on another for financial support and qualifies for certain tax benefits.
· head of household: A tax filing status for individuals who are unmarried, financially support dependents, and meet certain criteria.
· spouse: A legally married partner in a marriage recognized by the government.
· digital assets: Non-physical assets in electronic form, such as cryptocurrency, digital images, or online accounts.
· wages: The amount of money earned by an individual for their labor or services.
· filing status: A category that defines the taxpayer's household situation, influencing the tax rate and deductions.
· withholding: The portion of an employee's wages withheld by their employer for income taxes, Social Security, and other obligations.
· tip income: Gratuity received by service workers, subject to income tax.
· social security benefits: Government payments to eligible individuals, often retirees, survivors, or disabled persons.
· earned income credit: A tax credit for low to moderate-income working individuals and families.
· standard deduction: A fixed amount that reduces the taxable income, simplifying the tax-filing process for individuals who don't itemize deductions.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
Taxes Vocabulary Lesson Plan
Arizona State Standards Correlations


Social Studies
HS.E1.1 - Evaluate how and why people make choices to improve their economic well-being.
HS.E1.2 - Analyze the factors that influence how and why people make budgeting and saving choices.
HS.E2.3 - Use cost-benefit analysis and/or marginal analysis to evaluate an economic issue.

English Language Arts
11-12.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
11-12.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self‐generated question) or solve a problem.
11-12.SL.1 - Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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