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Advisory Hearing
-To determine whether sufficient evidence exists
-To find probable cause that the defendant 
 committed the offense
-Must be held within 24 hours of the petition
 being filed

Adjudication Hearing
-To prove ‘beyond a reasonable doubt’ 
 that the defendant committed the charge filed 
 against him
-Must be held within 30 days of the initial 
 hearing, if detained (in juvenile detention)
-Must be held within 60 days of the initial 
 hearing, if not detained

Disposition Hearing
-To provide a consequence for all juveniles 
 found delinquent or who admit delinquency 
 at a previous hearing
-Must be held within 30 days after the 
 adjudication if detained
-Must be held within 45 days after the 
 adjudication, if not detained
-Usually there is no jury. Instead, the judge 
alone decides both whether the law was broken
and what the punishment will be.












Initial Appearance Hearing
-To ascertain the suspects true name and address
-To inform defendant of charges
-To inform defendant of the right to counsel and to
  remain silent
-Appoint an attorney, if defendant is unable to pay
  for one
-Determine the conditions of release and set date
  for next hearing
-Must be held within 24 hours of arrest

Preliminary Hearing
-To determine probable cause. If probable cause is
  not established, then charges dismissed and
  defendant released
-Must be held within 10 days of the initial
  appearance if the defendant is in custody (jail)
 -Must be held within 20 days of initial appearance if
  the defendant is not in custody

Arraignment
-To affirm the identity of defendant
-To advise of charges 
-To advise of rights
-Defendant enters plea (guilty or not guilty)
-To set a date for next hearing
-To determine terms of release
-Must be held within 10 days of preliminary hearing

Trial
-The burden of proof is ‘beyond a reasonable doubt’
  that the defendant committed the offense for which
  they are charged, or some ‘lesser’ offense.
-Must be held within 90 days of the arraignment

Sentencing
-Based on the information contained in the pre-sentence
  investigation, the court imposes or suspends sentencing.
-Must be held within 15-30 days of the trial
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