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"When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)
“Juvenile vs. Adult Justice System”
Juvenile vs. Adult Scenarios with Laws
1. Johnny committed a few crimes as a youth but isn’t worried about it because he’s about to turn 18 and his juvenile records will be sealed (not public record). Is Johnny correct? Why or why not?
Answer: No. A record can be sealed either by law or by motion, but records including juvenile records are not automatically sealed. Certain information within a record, such as victims’ information is usually sealed by the court.
A.R.S. § 8-208
§ 8-208. Juvenile court records; public inspection; exceptions
A. The following records relating to a juvenile who is referred to juvenile court are open to public inspection:
1. Referrals involving delinquent acts, after the referrals have been made to the juvenile court or the county attorney has diverted the matter according to § 8-321.
2. Arrest records, after the juvenile is an accused as defined by § 13-501.
3. Delinquency hearings.
4. Disposition hearings.
5. A summary of delinquency, disposition and transfer hearings.
6. Revocation of probation hearings
7. Appellate review.
8. Diversion proceedings involving delinquent acts.
B. On the request of an adult probation officer or state or local prosecutor, the juvenile court shall release to an adult probation department or prosecutor all information in its possession concerning a person who is charged with a criminal offense.
C. The juvenile court shall release all information in its possession concerning a person who is arrested for a criminal offense to superior court programs or departments, other court divisions or judges or as authorized by the superior court for the purpose of assisting in the determination of release from custody, bond and pretrial supervision
D. On request by the appropriate jail authorities for the purpose of determining classification, treatment and security, the juvenile court shall release all information in its possession concerning persons who are under eighteen years of age, who have been transferred from juvenile court for criminal prosecution and who are being held in a county jail pending trial.
E. The court shall edit the records to protect the identity of the victim or the immediate family of the victim if the victim has died as a result of the alleged offense.
F. Except as otherwise provided by law, the records of an adoption, severance or dependency proceeding shall not be open to public inspection.
G. The court may order that the records be kept confidential and withheld from public inspection if the court determines that the subject matter of any record involves a clear public interest in confidentiality.
H. The disclosure of educational records received pursuant to § 15-141 shall comply with the family educational and privacy rights act of 1974 (20 United States Code § 1232g).

2. When Jenna was 15, she and a few friends robbed an elderly woman by using a pocketknife. Can Jenna be charged as an adult for this crime?
Answer: Yes. Robbing someone with a pocketknife is considered armed robbery. A juvenile can be charged as an adult if they are fifteen or older and commit a serious crime such as armed robbery, murder, rape, or other violent offenses. 
A.R.S. § 13-1904
§ 13-1904. Armed robbery; classification
A. A person commits armed robbery if, in the course of committing robbery as defined in § 13-1902, such person or an accomplice:
1. Is armed with a deadly weapon or a simulated deadly weapon; or
2. Uses or threatens to use a deadly weapon or dangerous instrument or a simulated deadly weapon.
B. Armed robbery is a class 2 felony.


3. Shelly, 17, was arrested for the first time for stealing over $10,000 worth of jewelry, which is a felony offense. Due to the high cost of the jewelry stolen, can Shelly be tried as an adult? Yes or no and why?
Answer: No. A juvenile can only be charged as an adult if they commit a serious crime or if he or she has repeatedly committed felony offenses. 
A.R.S. § 13-1802
§ 13-1802. Theft; classification; definitions
G. Theft of property or services with a value of twenty-five thousand dollars or more is a class 2 felony. Theft of property or services with a value of four thousand dollars or more but less than twenty-five thousand dollars is a class 3 felony. Theft of property or services with a value of three thousand dollars or more but less than four thousand dollars is a class 4 felony, except that theft of any vehicle engine or transmission is a class 4 felony regardless of value.  Theft of property or services with a value of two thousand dollars or more but less than three thousand dollars is a class 5 felony.  Theft of property or services with a value of one thousand dollars or more but less than two thousand dollars is a class 6 felony.  Theft of any property or services valued at less than one thousand dollars is a class 1 misdemeanor, unless the property is taken from the person of another, is a firearm or is an animal taken for the purpose of animal fighting in violation of section 13-2910.01, in which case the theft is a class 6 felony.
A.R.S. § 13-504
§ 13-504. Persons under eighteen years of age; juvenile transfer
A. On the motion of a juvenile or on the court's own motion, the court, if a juvenile is being prosecuted in the same manner as an adult pursuant to § 13-501, subsection B, shall hold a hearing to determine if jurisdiction of the criminal prosecution should be transferred to the juvenile court.
B. Notwithstanding subsection A of this section, the court shall hold a hearing if a juvenile is prosecuted in the same manner as an adult pursuant to § 13-501, subsection B for an offense that was committed more than twelve months before the date of the filing of the criminal charge.
C. If the court finds by clear and convincing evidence that public safety and the rehabilitation of the juvenile, if adjudicated delinquent, would be best served by transferring the prosecution to the juvenile court, the judge shall order the juvenile transferred to the juvenile court. On transfer, the court shall order that the juvenile be taken to a place of detention designated by the juvenile court or to that court or shall release the juvenile to the custody of the juvenile's parent or guardian or another person legally responsible for the juvenile. If the juvenile is released to the juvenile's parent or guardian or other person legally responsible for the juvenile, the court shall require that the parent, guardian or other person bring the juvenile to appear before the juvenile court at a designated time. The juvenile court shall then proceed with all further proceedings as if a petition alleging delinquency had been filed with the juvenile court under § 8-301.
D. The court shall consider the following factors in determining whether public safety and the juvenile's rehabilitation, if adjudicated delinquent, would be served by the transfer:
1. The seriousness of the offense involved.
2. The record and previous history of the juvenile, including previous contacts with the court and law enforcement, previous periods of any court ordered probation and the results of that probation.
3. Any previous commitments of the juvenile-to-juvenile residential placements or other secure institutions.
4. Whether the juvenile was previously committed to the department of juvenile corrections for a felony offense.
5. Whether the juvenile committed another felony offense while the juvenile was a ward of the department of juvenile corrections.
6. Whether the juvenile committed the alleged offense while participating in, assisting, promoting or furthering the interests of a criminal street gang, a criminal syndicate or a racketeering enterprise.
7. The views of the victim of the offense.
8. Whether the degree of the juvenile's participation in the offense was relatively minor but not so minor as to constitute a defense to prosecution.
9. The juvenile's mental and emotional condition.
10. The likelihood of the juvenile's reasonable rehabilitation through the use of services and facilities that are currently available to the juvenile court.
E. At the conclusion of the transfer hearing, the court shall make a written determination whether the juvenile should be transferred to juvenile court. The court shall not defer the decision as to the transfer.

4. In addition to being notified of the rights to a lawyer, police must also notify a juvenile’s parents of the charges. True or False?
Answer: True. This was one of the rights secured for juveniles as a result of the case In re Gault. 

5. Thomas, age 19, was arrested for underage drinking. During his arrest, police did not notify his parents. Were Thomas’ rights violated? Why or why not?
Answer: No. Although underage drinking is a status offense, Thomas is over the age of 18. Therefore, his parents are not required to be notified.
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