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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)

“Juvenile vs. Adult Justice System” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· learn facts related to arrest procedures for adults and juveniles.
· apply due process rights to scenarios.
Protective Factor Developed: Decision-Making Skills 

SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making
Materials:

· Dry Erase Boards, Erasers, & Markers (1 per group)

· Juvenile vs. Adult Justice System Facilitator Guide

· Juvenile vs. Adult Processes Strips (1 set per group)

· Glue Sticks (2 per group)
· Chart Paper, Markers (1 per group)
· Juvenile vs. Adult Scenarios with Laws (1 for facilitator)
Timeframe: 45 minutes

Activity: 

1. Begin by providing students with the following scenario, “Fourteen-year-old Billy and his father Bill stole a car together and were later arrested for their crime.” Ask students whether they think Billy and Bill would be treated the same or receive the same punishment for their crime. 
2. Listen to their responses and inform them that they will engage in an activity that will help them learn the answer to this question.
3. Divide students into small groups of 4-5 students and provide each group with juvenile and adult processes strips. 
4. Explain that on chart paper, they should create a t-chart. On one side they should write “Juvenile” and on the other side they should write “Adult.”
5. Explain that they have 10 minutes to go through the strips and if they feel the description relates to a juvenile process, they should tape the strip to the “Juvenile” side, and if they feel the description relates to the “Adult Process” they should tape the strip to the “Adult” side of the chart.

6. Have one group report out and ask the rest of the groups if they agree or if they have something different. (See Juvenile vs. Adult Facilitator Guide)
7. Go through each side, juvenile and adult, and give the correct answers. Elaborate where needed. Have groups correct their chart if necessary.

8. Based on the activity they just completed, ask students again if Billy and his dad would receive the same consequence for their crime. Answer - No

9. After all groups have correct answers, provide each group with a dry erase board, marker, and eraser.

10. Explain that you will read scenarios aloud and that group members should discuss the scenarios and record their answers on the dry erase boards. Stress the fact that they may not know the answer but should do their best to come up with reasoning to support their answer. 

11. After each group is finished recording their answer, they should hold up their dry erase boards. 

12. Call on one group to explain their answer. Then, ask if any groups had a different answer.  

13. After the groups have reported out, provide the correct answer and any additional feedback.

Lesson Debrief: Ask students what information they found the most surprising and if they would change anything about the juvenile or adult systems. In addition, be sure to address the following in the debrief.
· The adult court system is less forgiving than the juvenile system.

· If students commit certain serious crimes they may be punished as an adult, and their record will remain with them for the rest of their lives.
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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)
“Juvenile vs. Adult Justice System”
Correlations

Civics

HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens. 

HS.C2.5 Compare the rights guaranteed in Arizona Constitution to those in the United States Constitution.

English Language Arts

11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.
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