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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)

“Domestic Abuse” Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.
Objectives: Students will…
· define domestic abuse.
· learn the effects of domestic violence.
· understand the laws pertaining to domestic violence.
· brainstorm ways to get help.
Protective Factor Developed: Belief in Future
SEL Competency: Relationship Skills
Materials:

· Chart Paper & Markers
· Domestic Abuse Scenario Cards (1 per group)
· Writing Utensil (1 per group)
Timeframe: 45 minutes

Activity: 

1. Divide the class into 4 teams by having students count off by 1,2,3,4 and place all the 1’s on a team; all the 2’s on a team and so forth.

2. In their teams have students develop a definition for domestic abuse.

3. Have each team report out. As teams report out, have the groups listening underline any similarities in their definitions. 
4. Then, show the facilitator definition of domestic abuse. Domestic Abuse is defined as a pattern of abusive behaviors by one partner against another in an intimate relationship such as marriage, dating, family, or cohabitation. 

5. Next, in their teams, have students brainstorm and write on chart paper who is affected by domestic violence and how. (Victim-injury, self-esteem, cycle; children= learn by example, etc.)

6. As each team reports out, facilitators should make one compiled list on the board.

7. Next, have teams list domestic violence crimes. Have each team report out. (murder, assault, sexual assault, harassment, intimidation)

8. Next, have students circle the domestic violence crimes in which a juvenile may be tried as an adult.  
· A juvenile may be tried as an adult if the juvenile is fifteen to seventeen for the following:
1. First or Second Degree murder. 
2. Sexual Assault. 
3. Armed Robbery. 
4. Any violent felony. 
5. Any felony committed by a chronic felony offender.

· If the juvenile is fourteen for:
1. A class 1 or 2 felony. 
2. Certain class 3 felonies. 
3. A class 3, 4, 5 or 6 felony involving serious injury, a deadly weapon or instrument.
4. Any felony committed by a chronic felony offender. 

9. As each team reports out, facilitators should make one compiled list on the board. Validate correct answers and expand on student responses as the groups report out.
10. Next, have teams list some legal options a domestic abuse victim might have? (restraining order, order of protection, (restraining orders are different from orders of protection because restraining orders can also include provisions for property, child support, spousal maintenance and child custody when these are issues during a divorce or separation) get help, counseling)

11. As each team reports out, facilitators should make one compiled list on the board.

12. Next, explain that you will distribute a card with a scenario to each group. As a team, they should read the scenario, decide if domestic abuse is occurring, who is being affected in the scenario, what, if any, laws are being broken, and what options the victim (if there is a victim) has.

13. Have each team report out to the class. 

Lesson Debrief: Ask students to call out people they could go to at school for more information on domestic abuse. (SRO, counselor, nurse, principal, etc.)
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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)

“Domestic Abuse”
Correlations

Civics

HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens. 

English Language Arts

11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.

Health

6-12 S1C6 PO2 Examine the likelihood of injury or illness if engaging in unhealthy behaviors.
6-12 S3C2 PO1-4 Describe and analyze situations that may require professional health services. 

6-12 S4C1 PO1 Apply effective verbal and nonverbal communication skills to enhance health.
6-12 S8C1 PO2 Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
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