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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)
“Stop That Teenager Before He Votes” Lesson Plan
Adapted from: Kids Voting USA curriculum
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.
Objectives: Students will…
· evaluate and respond to commentary on teen-voters.
· learn about why 18-20 year-olds vote or do not vote.
Materials:

· Chart Paper & Markers
· ‘What is Your Ideology?’ Handout (1 for facilitator) 
· ‘When You Turn 18 Voting’ Question Cards (1 per group)
· ‘When You Turn 18’ Brochure (1 per student)
· ‘Stop That Teenager Before He Votes’ Article (1 per student)
· T and F signs (posted one on each side of the room to create a continuum)
Timeframe: 45 minutes

Activity: 

1. Explain that many people believe that the reason 18-20-year-olds don’t vote in large numbers is because they don’t have any opinions on issues.

2. Distribute the ‘Stop That Teenager Before He Votes’ article to each student and read the article out loud ‘popcorn style’.

3. Next, explain that you will read out some statements from the ‘What is Your Ideology’ handout. If students believe a statement to be true, they should stand on the side of the room with the ‘T’ and if students believe it to be false, they should stand under the ‘F’.

4. Call on a few students to ask why they chose to stand under the ‘T’ or ‘F’.

5. Say to students, “It turns out that you do have some very definite opinions.”
6. Next, divide the class into small groups of 3-4 students and have them return to their seats with their group.

7. In their groups have them answer the question: “Why do you think 18-year-olds should keep their right to vote?” Write the answer on chart paper. 

8. Then, distribute a ‘When You Turn 18 Voting’ question card to each group. Explain that they should look through their ‘When You Turn 18’ brochure to find the answer to their voting question. They should add the answer to the bottom of their chart.

9. Ask each group to report out. Validate correct answers and expand on their responses.
Lesson Debrief: Ask students if they could respond to Mr. Rosenberg regarding his article, what would they say? Ask them if they think they have a responsibility to vote, why or why not?
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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)
“Stop That Teenager Before He Votes”

Correlations

Civics

HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens. 
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning. 
English Language Arts

11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.
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