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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Social Media Savvy”: Academy
(Staff & Community)
 Falling for Tumblr Community Lesson Plan
This lesson is to be used with the adult school community; not students

Objectives:  Participants will…
· Learn what Tumblr is and how it is used
· Engage in an interactive activity to learn more about Tumblr
· Understand how to navigate the site to inform others on the risks associated with it

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Electronic device such as smartphone, tablet, laptop, etc. with internet access and capability to explore social media sites 
· Tumblr Question Card-1 per group
· Tumblr Handout-1 per participant

Timeframe: 45 Minutes

Facilitator Tip:  
· Electronic devices can vary and the steps indicated in the lesson may not be exact for the user’s device.  Look for screen icons such as the Gear Icon, 3 Bars, 3 Dots, People Icon, Arrows and/or Company Logos.  Also look for words such as, Settings, Account, Privacy and Profile.  “How to…” questions for finding features on specific devices can be searched in the search box of the app page or an internet search engine
· When possible instruct participants to set up account on desktop then download app to phone, this  enables easier access and view of options

Activity 1: What is Tumblr?
1. Begin the activity by placing participants into small groups of 4 or 5 participants in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Explain to the participants that a ‘Blog’ is a like a diary or journal maintained by one person. It can be private but website blogs are intended to be shared publically.  Most blogs have topics and can contain videos, images and editorials.  Blogs can be shared on social networks where others can leave their comments.  
3. Instruct the participants to discuss with a person next to them any experiences they have had with ‘blogging’.  Ask or a few volunteers to share their experiences out loud to the audience. 
4. Inform the groups that Tumblr is a social media outlet for young people and adults to blog and share posts.  Instruct the participants to vote on a safety rating for Tumblr: Green for safe, Yellow for safe with safety controls and Red for not recommended for teens. Take a class poll and record on the board how many voted for Green, Yellow and Red.  

Activity 2:  How Do You Set Up a Tumblr Account?
1. First, explain to the participants that an avatar is a social media image projected to others and viewed as you.  Instruct the participants to discuss the pros and cons of avatars representing users on social media sites, including gaming sites and chat rooms. 
2. Draw a t-chart on the board labeled: ‘Pros’ and ‘Cons’.  Rotate around to each group and ask for suggestions to list under both columns such as pro:  protect your image; Con: unable to recognize the true identity.   
3. Now instruct the participants to visit:  http://avatarmaker.com/  and use a tablet or PC to create their own avatar and save in the picture gallery.  (Suggest to the participants to set up the account this way as well and then down load the app to their phone to make it easier to and see all the options for settings.  Once downloaded, recheck the safety settings. See below for instructions on downloading app to phone)
4. Next, direct the participants to go to:  www.Tumblr.com and enter their correct email address.  Inform the participants that they will need to create a password.  Ask the participants to share out loud, features that make a strong password. Record their responses on the board.
Possible Answers:  at least 6 characters, mixture of upper and lower case letters, use of numbers and symbols, able to remember or keep it stored securely, should not be shared unless it is with a custodial parent.   
5. Point out to the participants they will next be asked to create a user name. A suggested list of usernames will appear, some may suggest inappropriate innuendos. Ask for participants to share their comments on the usernames they see suggested. 
6. Next, instruct the participants to share with their group, possible topics they would like to blog about.
7. Instruct the participants to create a title and theme that represents their blog topic.  They will be able to customize the look of their blog page with several color options. This information can be changed by clicking on the Account icon in the top right corner of their dashboard or home page then click on Edit Appearance, then Edit Theme.
8. For Themes, instruct the participants to click on Browse Themes, then drop down the arrow to view Free Themes. Explain that they can change their theme’s look by clicking on their choice. If they don’t like something they can Cancel and use the color options instead to customize their blog page.  Inform the participants that they can create several blog pages with different titles and themes by clicking on Blogs and create a new blog. Inform the participants that the primary blog is public and cannot be changed, however secondary blogs can be created with password protection options.  
9. Next, instruct the participants to set their safety settings by clicking on their Account.  Instruct the small groups, to discuss the options provided; however, each participant can make their own choices for their own blog. Explain that the following settings are recommended to protect privacy:
A. Click Off Email:  Clicking this button ‘On’ lets people find your blog through your email
B. Use a secure password and keep secret 
C. Click On Security:  You will be alerted when someone logs onto your account, your password is changed or new app authorized
D. Turn Off Availability: Clicking this button adds a green dot next to your avatar to show when you are active
E. Log out after each session:  Tap Gear Icon > General Settings > Scroll down to Log Out > Confirm
10. Instruct the participants to view the top menu bar next to their avatar and select a way to post a blog. Open up a blog box and upload a quote, photo and or text message and hit Post.
11. Explain to the participants that group blogs are blogs with multiple members, to add members, click the Account menu, hover over the blog you want to add members to, click the person icon then click Members, type the person’s email address and click on “Invite to this blog.” A one-time use email link will be sent to that person.  
12. Explain to the participants they can ‘comment’, ‘like’ or ‘reblog’ posts from other users by choosing the correlating icon by each post.  Also inform them to Block or Report any content that is inappropriate or makes you feel uncomfortable, by clicking on the avatar of the one you want to block and then click on their people icon, a dropdown menu will appear and you can choose an option.
13. Next, ask the participants to brainstorm a list of possible ways cyberbullies could abuse Tumblr to target their victims. With each suggestion instruct the groups to also suggest a possible safety tip to deal with a cyberbully and be ready to report out.  
Possible Suggestions:  unrestricted content and online community-talk with your teen and help them set up their safety features, the users you block can still see your public posts-if they are blocked they cannot send you messages. 
14. To download on phone:  Download Tumblr from your App Store Icon > Open> Enter Email, Password & Username.  Verify safety settings:  Tap Gear Icon and review all options. 
15. To Get Started on phone: Download Tumblr from your App Store > Open > Verify Age- anything over 17 > Enter Correct Email, Create a Strong Password, & Username > Follow prompts > Set Privacy Settings
16. Remind the participants to Log Out after each visit:  Tap Gear Icon > General Settings > Scroll Down and Log Out & Confirm.

Activity 3:  Engage in an Interactive Activity about Tumblr
1. Next, hand each group a Question Card containing a different question about blogging.  As the facilitator, read all the questions to the group to give an overall idea of the questions they respond to and then instruct the groups to re-read their assigned card and discuss the question before recording one response per group.  Inform the participants that you will call ‘time’ and the groups will rotate their cards clockwise and repeat the procedure with the next card.
2. Once the cards have rotated back to the original group, ask each group to read their card’s questions and summarize the responses.  
A. What are reasons teens would use Tumblr? (stay current with pop culture and the latest memes; share opinions or information with others around the world; make connections with like-minded bloggers; creative outlet) 
B. What are topics teens would blog about? (favorite bands, shows, movies; opinions or information on current events or trends; critique the work of others; passions)
C. What blog posts would predators look for when targeting their victims? (personal information; details of location, school, activities; signs of distress; disagreements in relationships)
D. What etiquette rules should bloggers practice? (comments that show respect for others; no putdowns, insults or derogatory posts; use of proper grammar;  check facts before posting information or commenting on facts presented by another)
E. What can parents do to keep their teens safe when blogging? (help their teens think of the consequences before they post, (are they helpful or hurtful); discuss consequences if they overshare personal information that could be used against them or to harm them; make sure your safety controls and/or privacy settings are in place in your electronic devices before your teen uses them; delete the app and choose a site with privacy settings like a personal blog website)
F. What concerns could parents have with their teen’s use of Tumblr? (few privacy settings; posts are public by default; could expose teens to risky behavior or inappropriate content; may give the impression inappropriate behavior does not have consequences; users can block from people contacting them but not seeing their posts;)
3. Hand each group copies of the Tumblr Handout and instruct the groups to review as individuals.  Then ask the groups to create an opening line they could use to start a conversation with their teen about the safe use of blogging sites and one idea they learned about Tumblr.  Then, instruct the groups to practice their opening line and idea with each other.

Debrief:  Ask for volunteers to share their opening line and ideas about Tumblr with the class.  Also ask if their rating on Tumblr changed after this lesson and why?

Delete Practice Account: click the Delete Account button at the bottom of your Account page.
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“Social Media Savvy”: Academy
(Staff & Community)
 Falling for Tumblr Community Lesson Handout
This lesson is to be used with the adult school community; not students

Tumblr:  a public blogging platform for users to post images, videos, music, text and links.  Bloggers can comment, like and reblog posts from others they follow. 

How to Create a Tumblr Account:
· Visit www.Tumblr.com > Sign-Up
· Enter Email, choose a password, and select a URL or Username
· Pick an avatar, a title and a theme for your blog page
· Open your account and set your settings 
· Start a blog by choosing a format from the menu next to your avatar
· To Log Out after each visit:  Tap Gear Icon > General Settings > Scroll Down and Log Out & Confirm.
· To delete the account click the Delete Account button at the bottom of your Account page

Megatags: find contents or topics easily by typing a word in the search box or following a hashtag from other blogger’s posts.

Tumblr Safety Tips:
· Use strong passwords and never share passwords
· Main blogs are public so you can create a secondary blog that is password protected
· Learn about the impact of each option you choose under settings
· Your blog post is public around the world, think before you blog
· Delete, Block and Report inappropriate content
· Log out after each session

Be Aware:  
· Limited privacy settings
· Posts are public by default
· Content is unmonitored, inappropriate or adult content may appear on your blog page
· Safe words entered in the search box may produce explicit content
· Blocked users can still view the posts from those who blocked them
· Tumblr bloggers may be at risk of cyberbullying and mean posts from around the world


Parent Tips:
· Encourage your teen to share any experiences that make them uncomfortable, cause uncertainty, or promote questions   
· Provide options for blogging sites with more safety features or suggest they start their own blog website
· Suggest appropriate and interesting topics your teen can safely blog about or look for
· Walk your teen through the settings on Tumblr and discuss the possible outcomes of each option
· Discuss with your teen the importance of keeping personal information private such as their real name, address, phone number, and location
· Discuss how information they post now may affect them later in life, i.e., when looking for a job, when applying to college, etc. 

A. What are reasons teens would use Tumblr? 





















B. What are topics teens would blog about?




C. What blog posts would predators look for when targeting their victims?


















D. What etiquette rules should bloggers practice?

E. What can parents do to keep their teens safe when blogging? 
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F. What concerns could parents have with their teen’s use of Tumblr?
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