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  State Offices Lesson Plan
(Upper Elementary Grades 3-5) 

Objectives: Students will…
· differentiate between the responsibilities of the national government and the responsibilities of state government. 
· identify key offices in Arizona state government and explain the basic responsibilities of each office. 

Materials:
· Large Paper for Poster/Markers (per group)
· Whiteboard 
· Internet Service
· Student Access to State Offices Game - Instructor should choose between upper elementary level game and the middle school game based on student ability level.
· Upper Elementary: https://www.educaplay.com/learning-resources/12559362-election_2022_state_offices.html
· Middle School: https://www.educaplay.com/learning-resources/12559075-election_2022_state_offices.html
· Envelope or Cup with National vs. State Scramble Activity (1 per group) (Attached) 

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity: 
1. [bookmark: _Int_xOZ106Ir]Ask if students know what “midterm” means. Clarify and explain that usually fewer people vote in midterm elections than vote in years where the President of the United States is running for election. Ask for volunteers to explain why they think that is and discuss as a class.
2. Break the class into groups of 3-4 students in each and give each group an envelope with the scramble activity. Have the students find the papers that say, “Jobs of President/ National Government” and “Jobs of State Government.” Have students place these at the top of their tables. Have students then place each job of government under the correct heading. 
3. Create a T-Chart on the board: “Jobs of President/National Government” and “Jobs of State Government.” As the students report out their group’s answers, complete the T-Chart and provide guidance where there are questions or confusion.
4. Point out that many of the jobs of government that directly affect us are handled by state governments. Explain that many offices in state government will be decided in a midterm election.
5. Direct students to the Election State Offices Game. Have the students play the game by clicking on a word on the left and then clicking on a definition or image on the right to match them.
6. After they have completed the game, ask the students to share anything they learned from the game or questions they may have about the content of the game. 
7. Explain to the students that they will create a “Help Wanted” poster that advertises for a candidate for a state elected office. Have the groups draw the offices out of a bucket. (The choices provided should correspond with the offices presented in the game.) Students may use the information from the game or from the internet to complete their poster. The poster should include:
· The title of the elected office. 
· A description of what the person in that office does.
· The qualities or experiences a person in that office should have.
· A picture that represents what the office does.
8. Have students present their posters to the class and then post them on the wall.

Lesson Debrief: Ask students to think about what office they think they might like to hold someday and why. Have them share with the class. 
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State Offices Lesson
 Nation vs. State Job Scramble Activity
Cut apart and place in envelopes for students to sort. One envelope per group.
	Jobs of the President or National Government 
	Jobs of the 
State Government 

	[image: ][image: ][image: ]Oversee the U.S. Army and U.S Navy 

	[image: ][image: ]Oversee the Arizona National Guard

	[image: ]Negotiate agreements with foreign countries
	[image: ]Decide what is taught in public schools, and who can teach 

	[image: ]Make laws that affect all states
	[image: ]Make laws that just affect Arizona


	[image: ][image: ]Punish criminals who commit crimes that affect more than one state
	[image: ][image: ]Punish criminals who commit crimes that only affect people in Arizona


	[image: ][image: ]Maintain and build interstate highways, or roads that go across multiple states

	[image: ][image: ]Maintain and build roads that just go around Arizona
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State Offices Lesson Plan
(Upper Elementary Grades 3-5)
Correlations with Arizona State Standards

Social Studies
3.SP3.7 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
3.C3.1 Describe the origins, functions, and structure of the Arizona Constitution, local governments, and tribal governments.
· Key concepts for state government include but are not limited to distinguishing the difference between national and state governments, describing the major responsibilities of each branch, describing the important services state governments provide, describing how state government officials are chosen and who those current officials are, explaining how people can participate in their state governments, explaining why it is important that people participate in their state government, and understanding how state government services are paid for
4.SP3.6 Present summaries of arguments and explanations using print, oral, and digital technologies.
4.C1.1 Analyze civic virtues and democratic principles or lack thereof within a variety of government structures, societies, and/or communities within the Americas.
5.C3.1 Describe the origins, functions, and structure of the United States Constitution and the three branches of government.
· Key structures include distributing, sharing, and limiting powers of the national government through separation of powers, checks and balances, and federalism.

Language Arts
3.W.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic.
3.SL.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, speaking clearly at an understandable pace.
4-5. SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
· Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
· Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
· Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
· Review the key ideas expressed, draw conclusions, and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing
4-5. SL.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally
4-5. SL.4 Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.
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