CONSTITUTION DAY LESSON PLAN

My goal: To help the students understand what the constitution means to them in their every day lives through interactive discussion involving various rights taken from the Bill of Rights.

I. INTRO (5  MINUTES)

I told the students who I was and the reason I was there.  I then engaged them in basic discussion about the constitution by asking if anyone could tell me what the constitution is, how it came about, if they could name the three branches of government, the importance of having separate branches, etc.  After giving volunteers an opportunity to talk about the basics, I focused their attention to the importance of the bill of rights.

II. LESSON (30-40 MINUTES)

I created a list of 10 rights, taken from the bill of rights, and wrote them in simple terms.  I can’t recall how I worded the rights but it was something like this:

a. The right to say what you want
b. The right to own a gun
c. The right to privacy in your home
d. The right to have an attorney help you in a criminal case
e. The right to be paid for your property if the government takes it for a good cause

I prepared a copy for each student and handed them out.  Then I directed their attention to one of the rights and engaged them in discussion about what it means to them.  

For example, take the right to own a gun:  I would ask if they think this is an important right; Why we have this right; What it means specifically (pistol vs. bazooka); If they could impose restrictions on this right, would they, what kind.

I would try to use hypothetical examples (sometime from case-law) to get their thoughts on the scope of a right.  

For example, take the right to free speech: I would say, “Imagine Jane (pick a person from the class) gets on an airplane.  She sits down and suddenly yells ‘BOMB!’ Should she be allowed to say this?”  I would ask someone to tell me why and someone else to tell me why not.  I would then alter the context and say, “What if Jane was sitting next to her friend and said, ‘it’s the bomb!’” We would discuss the differences.   I would also follow up with, “Which branch of the government would decide if Jane’s speech was appropriate under the circumstances?”  

Then I would extend the example by saying, “Suppose Jane was arrested and charged with the crime of scaring other passengers.  If Jane is found guilty, she would go to jail.  Who thinks Jane should have a lawyer?  Why or why not?”  I further extended this into a discussion of what it means to have ‘due process’ and a ‘fair trial’.  

Regarding the right to privacy, I would start with an example involving the home and then extend it to their school lockers (always using the students in the example and often having them come up to the front of the class and sit down in a chair as if it was an airplane or his/her home).  

For example, “Should the principal be allowed to go into your locker and look around?  Why or why not?  What if another student saw you put someone else’s homework in your locker (not that Jane would ever do that) and told the principal, would that change your answer?”

Interestingly, the eminent domain clause generated a lot of class discussion.

III. FINAL (10-15 MINUTES)

I had them get into discussion groups (my students were already organized in groups at circular tables so this was easy for me) of 4 or 5 and create their own Constitutional right or one that they would want to see in the Constitution.  

We then discussed each group’s right.  Many of them were already part of the Constitution in some way and we discussed this.

IV. CLOSING (5 MINUTES)

I gave the students a brief opportunity to ask any last minute questions.  As the students were packing up I handed out a pocket copy of the Constitution and some gavel pencils (all compliments of the ABA). 


[bookmark: _GoBack]*Note: I was a guest at Arizona School for the Arts and had about 30 students in each class (I stayed for 3 classes and believe two were before lunch and one after).  The students were 5th graders and seemed very advanced as over half the class volunteered to answer every question and they were excited to participate in role-play scenarios.  
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