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“The Cost of Delinquency”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Incorrigible Behavior Lesson Plan
Obtain Administrator Approval Prior to Implementing Lesson

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand the importance of respecting trusted authorities 
· Learn what is considered incorrigible behavior and the possible consequences
· Decide safe alternatives to disobedience 

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Arizona Laws Handout-1 copy per group (see pg. 4)
· Health Resource Handout-1 copy per student (see pg. 5)

Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate to different groups.  Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students.  This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements and relating any relevant content to their curriculum.  In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions.  Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons.  It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching.  Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Timeframe: 40 Minutes

Activity 1: Small Group Work
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to brainstorm a list of authorities in their life that they should listen to.  Beside each entry on their list, groups should include an explanation why.  Groups should choose a volunteer to record the group’s list and explanations on their large poster paper.  
3. Rotate to each group and ask a volunteer to report out on one authority on their list that is different than reported by another group and the explanation why they should heed their advice.  
Possible Responses:
· Parents-they love and care for you and are responsible for your well being
· Teachers-they are given authority by your parents, school/state to instruct you and care for your safety
· Coaches-given authority by parents to coach you and care for your safety
· Public Servants-given authority by laws, ordinances, etc. to protect public safety
4. Next, ask the groups to discuss if there are any reasons you would not have to obey an authority figure.  Rotate to each group and ask a volunteer to share one idea from their group.  
Possible Responses:  If an authority asks you to do something that is illegal, immoral or unsafe where you fear for your life or well-being; report to a trusted authority.

Activity 2:   T-chart on Incorrigible Behaviors and Outcomes 
1. Provide each group with a copy of the Arizona Laws handout.  Review the statute on “Incorrigible” with the class, clarifying any terms unfamiliar to the students.  Explain that a "delinquent" youth is one who, if he/she was an adult, could be charged with any crime listed in Title 13 of the Arizona Revised Statutes. (ARS § 8-201).[footnoteRef:1]  The other laws are additional information. [1:  https://superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/juvenile/delinquency/
] 

2. Model a t-chart on the board with one side labeled, “Behaviors” and the other side labeled, “Consequences”.  Instruct the groups to choose a volunteer to record the chart on their large poster paper and then as a group, collaborate to fill in the chart with at least 3 ideas for both sides.  
3. Rotate to each group, checking for understanding and providing ideas if needed.  Instruct the groups to choose a reporter.  Ask each reporter to call out one item from each side of the chart.  Instruct the other group recorders to check off any similar items on their chart.  
Behaviors: (incorrigible actions are repeated, disruptive and dangerous)
· Refuses to obey
· Uncontrollable
· Truant
· Run-Away
· Harming others
· Harming self
· Illegal drug use
· Risky driving or taking the car without permission

Consequences:  
· Probation
· Fines
· Community Services
· License suspended
· Parents may take privileges away 
· School work may suffer
· Loss of privileges at home or school
· Ineligible for school sports, clubs or other extracurricular activities
· Affect chances for scholarships or job opportunities
· Aggressive behaviors may lead to other criminal charges
· Risk safety on the streets such as being trafficked, exposed to drug use/addiction, lack of hygiene and nutrition
· Personal health risks

Activity 3:  Safe Alternatives to Incorrigible Behaviors
1. Provide each student with the Health Resource Handout.  Review briefly and answer any questions the students may have.
2. Next, instruct the groups to discuss possible costs to the family with time and money.  Write the two headings on the board, then rotate to each group and ask for one example of a cost to time and one example for a cost of money for the family.  
Possible Responses:  
Time-filing court papers, court appearances, arrangements for community services to be completed, time given for tutoring to catch studies up, time spent on applications for jobs or scholarships, etc.
Money-fines, lost money on sports participation fees, money for college fees or resources a job might have covered, court fees, health care, recovery, court ordered community classes, etc. 
3. Explain that sometimes teens may act incorrigible as a sign that they may need medical or mental health help.  Teens may just need coping skills for feelings of anxiety or frustration.  The teen may be involved with drugs abuse that may be changing their behaviors and decision-making skills.  Sometimes parents are not equipped with parenting skills or the family lacks effective communication skills.  
4. Explain that if students are ever in need or know someone who needs medical or mental health help, thinking of running away or harming themselves or others, they can talk to the school nurse, social worker, counselor, school resource officer or other trusted adult.

Debrief:  
1. Write the following statements on the board and instruct the groups to record them on their large poste paper, then, collaborate to finish the statements and be ready to report out.
2. Rotate to each group and ask a volunteer to share their group’s statement.

“If my friend kept (incorrigible behavior),  
I could help my friend talk to (trusted adult or health resource)

Example: “If my friend kept running away, I could help my friend talk to the school counselor.”  
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“The Cost of Delinquency”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Incorrigible Behavior 

Arizona Laws Handout

Incorrigible:  
Arizona Law (A.R.S. § 8-201(15)) defines an incorrigible child as someone who is determined by the courts to be a child who…
· [bookmark: _Hlk34322905]Refuses to obey the reasonable and proper orders or directions of a parent, guardian or custodian, and who is beyond the control of that person; 
· Routinely or habitually skips school; 
· Is a runaway from the child's home or parent, guardian or custodian;
· Routinely or habitually behaves in such a manner as to injure or endanger the morals or health of self or others;
· Commits any act constituting an offense that can only be committed by a minor and that is not designated as a delinquent act; or
· Fails to obey any lawful order of a court of competent jurisdiction given in a non-criminal action.
Some of the potential consequences of being found incorrigible include being fined, be placed on probation, and being ordered to do community service. The specific charges and consequences are left up to the officer of the court.

Source:  https://www.azlawhelp.org/viewquestions.cfm?mc=1&sc=63&qid=4502

Truancy:  
Under Arizona law, all children between six and sixteen years of age must be provided with instruction at minimum in the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies, and science (A.R.S. § 15-802(A)). As a general rule, every child who is between six and sixteen years of age must attend and be physically present in school whenever school is in session (A.R.S. § 15-803(A)).

Source:  https://lawforkids.org/school-offenses/173-school-offenses/868-truancy

Run-Away:
If a person is under age 18 in Arizona, he or she cannot leave home without a parent's permission unless he or she is fully emancipated, or the parents have lost their right to parental authority. If a 16-year-old leaves home without permission from a parent or legal guardian, he or she can be prosecuted as an incorrigible child (A.R.S. § 8-201(16)(c)).

https://www.azlawhelp.org/viewquestions.cfm?mc=1&sc=6&qid=12366
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Health Resources


Who to seek help at school:
· School Nurse
· School Counselor/Social Worker
· School Resource Officer

Teen Lifeline:
· 602-248-TEEN (8336) or
· Statewide in Arizona 800-248-8336 (TEEN)
· https://teenlifeline.org/

National Runaway Safeline:
1 (800) 621-4000
https://www.1800runaway.org/youth-teens/
Suicide Prevention LifeLine:
1 (800) 273-8255
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/ 

Arizona Department of Child Safety:
https://dcs.az.gov/services/young-adult/young-adult-program-resources
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“The Cost of Delinquency”: Academy
(Middle/High School)
Incorrigible Behavior 
Correlations

Civics
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school,
community, and government.
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibility of citizens.

Economics:
6-8.E1.1 Analyze the relationship between education, income, and job opportunities within the context of the time period and region studied.

Reading:
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Writing:
[bookmark: _Hlk35510742]6‐12. WHST.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Speaking and Listening:
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Health:
6-12 S1C4 PO1 Describe ways to reduce or prevent injuries and other adolescent health problems.
Access and use valid health information from home, school, and community. 
[bookmark: _Hlk35510880]6-12 S3C2 PO1-4 Describe and analyze situations that may require professional health services. 
Locate and access valid and reliable health products and services. 
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