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“Only When You Are Under Age”: Academy
Middle / High
Preventing Incorrigible Behavior Lesson Plan

Objectives:  Students will…
· Understand how the law treats juveniles differently than adults
· Learn the consequences of incorrigible behavior 
· Create Positive Peer Messages  for their school and community

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Status Offense Cards 1 set for 6 groups (see PPT)
· Incorrigibility Terms and Definition Cards 1 mixed-up set per group (see PPT)
· Examples of Positive Message (see PPT)

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

Activity 1: Juvenile or adult – what’s the difference? 
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Instruct the groups to draw a large gingerbread shape (model on board) on their large poster paper and label it, ‘Adult’.  Next to it, draw a smaller gingerbread shape and label it, ‘Juvenile’.  
3. Next, instruct the groups to collaborate and add text boxes to both shapes that describe, define and explain differences between juveniles and adults. Instruct the groups to post their posters around the room and have one volunteer from each group remain standing at their poster.  
4. Begin with one poster and ask the volunteer to call out a few items and instruct the other group volunteers to check that off their poster.  Rotate to the next poster and ask for a few more items to be shared.  Continue until all groups have had an opportunity to report.
Example:
Adult
· 
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· Over 18 years of age
· On their own
· Can be out as late as they want
· Attends school if they choose
· Can enter into any contract they want
· Are in control of themselves/decisions
· If in legal trouble, they are responsible
· Can drink alcohol (in AZ it is 21 years old)
· Can buy/use tobacco (in AZ is 18 years old)
· All crimes are criminal or traffic offenses


Juvenile
· Under 18 years of age			
· In the custody of a guardian or parent	
· Cannot be out after curfew			
· Must attend school (ages 6- 16)				
· Cannot enter into a financial contract	
· Must obey parent or guardian		
· If in legal trouble, parents are involved	
· Cannot drink alcohol			
· Cannot buy/smoke/use tobacco		
· Certain crimes are status offenses		


5. Next, explain to the class that because there are differences between being an adult and being a juvenile, the justice system treats adult offenders of the law differently than juvenile offenders.  
6. Ask the groups to discuss with each other how juvenile courts can help protect juvenile offenders.  Ask for a few volunteers to share their group’s thoughts.
Possible Responses: Consequences are not as severe, prevent exposure to adult criminals, more opportunity to get help for offender and family, etc. 
	
Activity 2: Round Robin with Status Offense Cards
1. Explain to the class that some offenses are only illegal by age, these are called, ‘Status Offenses’.  They would not be considered criminal for adults. Ask the class to call-out some examples of status offenses.  Record their responses on the board.  
Most common Status Offenses:
· Truancy
· Curfew Violations
· Underage possession and use of tobacco 
· Underage possession and consumption of alcohol
· Running away (considered incorrigible)
· Being incorrigible

2. Elaborate on the definition of ‘incorrigible’ and explain that it is refusing to obey parents, guardians, school authorities, legal authorities, or posted laws. To be incorrigible the disobedience is repeated, disruptive, dangerous, and in direct violation of laws.
3. Hand each group a Status Offense Card (see PPT slides) and instruct the groups to collaborate and record one reason why they think authorities in their life would have rules against these behaviors. Inform the groups that when you call, “Time” the group should pass their card clockwise to the next group.  Each group will receive another card to add their one idea for why they think there are rules against these behaviors for youth.
*Facilitator Tip: Give each group a different color marker to keep track of which group wrote each item.
4. When the cards are back with the first group it started with, instruct each group to choose a volunteer to read their card aloud to the class and share all the ideas listed.  

Activity 3:  Positive Peer Message 
1. Hand each group a set of terms and a set of definitions for the possible consequences of incorrigibility.  Instruct the groups to review their sets and match the terms with the consequences.  
2. Ask a different group to report out on one of the terms and check for accuracy.
· Fines.  The court can impose a fine if appropriate. The amount of the fine often depends upon the circumstances of the case, such as whether property damage was involved, or whether the juvenile also committed traffic offenses. However, it’s not typical for juveniles to be fined and not also receive other consequences.
· Probation.  The court can impose a probation sentence that requires the juvenile to regularly contact a probation officer for a period of months, typically for 12 months or more. The juvenile must comply with the terms established by the court and the officer, such as attending school regularly, complying with a curfew, and not committing more offenses.
· Counseling.  A court can require the youth, and his parents or guardians, to attend therapy or counseling sessions. Counseling is often provided by state social workers or psychologists.
· Community Service.  The youth may be sentenced to perform community service. The court may order the juvenile to complete a specific number of hours or complete a community service program. The type of service can range dramatically, and includes programs that require the juvenile to clean public areas to assisting in homeless shelters or community centers for the elderly.
· Detention.  A court may also sentence a juvenile to serve time in a juvenile detention center. Similar to jails, detention centers confine the juvenile to a facility. Detention is the most severe punishment a juvenile court can administer.
3. Next, instruct the groups to brainstorm ideas to help reduce or prevent incorrigible behavior in school and their communities.
4. Assign each group a different design format and instruct the groups to collaborate and create a visual to send a positive message to their peers, encouraging them to obey the rules and avoid consequences of incorrigible behavior.  
Assignments:  Poster, Billboard, T-Shirt, Bumper Sticker, Text Message, Morning School Announcement, Snap Chat Post, other? (see PPT for examples)
5. Allow time for each group to present their positive Peer Message.  
Debrief:  Ask the groups to discuss with each other how obeying rules and laws can keep them safe.  Ask for a few volunteers to share their group’s thoughts.
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“Only When You Are Under Age”: Academy
Middle / High
Preventing Incorrigible Behavior Correlations


Civics and Government
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law…
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)
Compare the adult and juvenile criminal justice systems.
(8 S3C3 PO6)

Health
Demonstrate how to influence and support others to make positive health choices.
(6-12 S8C1 PO2)

Visual Art
Explain purposeful use of subject matter, symbols, and/or themes in his or her own artwork.
(S1C4PO 201)
Create artwork that communicate substantive meanings or achieve intended purposes (e.g., cultural, political, personal, spiritual, and commercial).
S1C4PO 302

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it..

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
SL.5 Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express information and enhance understanding of presentations.
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