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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
Practicing Civil Discourse: Fire Works Restrictions Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· understand the importance of civil discourse.
· examine both sides of an issue.
· participate in civil discourse with opportunity to amend position.

[bookmark: _Hlk81994503]Class Subjects: Civics, Government, and Social Studies (See pg. 4 for correlations)
Protective Factors: Decision-Making Skills
Social Emotional Learning Competency: Relationship skills

Materials:
· Large poster paper and markers for each group
· Arizona Statute on Fireworks: 36-1606. Consumer fireworks regulation; state preemption; further regulation of fireworks by local jurisdiction. See Step 5-7
· LawForKids.org website, visit: https://lawforkids.org/my-streets
· T-chart see Step 2
· LFK Poll Question: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think see Step 10 for question
· Sticky note pads-l pad per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· [bookmark: _Hlk47170461]Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.
Attention Grabber: 
1. Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Supply each group with large poster paper and markers. 
2. Ask students what some reasons are for seeing fireworks light up in their community.  
3. Next, model a t-chart on the board with one side, “Gratifying” and the other side, “Annoying”. Instruct the groups to collaborate to list examples on how fireworks in your community could be gratifying and/or annoying. Groups should choose a recorder to list the group’s ideas on their large poster paper and a reporter to speak for the group.
4. Call on each group reporter to share one item from each list that is different from reported by another group.  
5. [bookmark: _Hlk80422597]Display on the class board the following Arizona Statute on Fireworks: 36-1606. Consumer fireworks regulation; state preemption; further regulation of fireworks by local jurisdiction.
6. Explain that this law regulates how fireworks are bought, sold, and used in Arizona.  
Fireworks can only be sold on the following dates:  
· April 25 through May 6, 
· May 20 - July 6  
· December 10 - January 3, and
· Five days before the first day of Diwali through the third day of Diwali of each year
Consumers can light their fireworks on the following dates:
· April 25 through May 6, 
· May 20 - July 6  
· December 10 - January 3, and
· Five days before the first day of Diwali through the third day of Diwali of each year
7. Only certain types of fireworks are legal, and some are exempt from this law. You will need to check with your city or town for a specific list. Some city fireworks ordinances can be found on the LawForKids.org website, visit: https://lawforkids.org/my-streets. Fireworks may not be sold to anyone under the age of 16. Violators could be fined $1000.   
8. Next, refer groups to their t-chart list and explain that people in your community may see fireworks as gratifying and/or annoying. When people have differences of opinions, civil discourse is a respectful way to discuss differences and learn the reasons for the opposing point of view. Civil discourse is not a contest or a debate where one side loses, but rather a means to learn different views.  
9. Instruct student to discuss benefits they see to engage in civil discourse with their group. Call on each group to share one benefit.   
Possible Responses: Consider different perspectives than your own, understand that issues can be complex, safe time to share your views without hostile reactions, opportunity to modify your position without ridicule, etc.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
10. Display the LFK Poll Question on the projector screen: https://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think . Ask a volunteer to read the text to the class. 
[bookmark: _Hlk81995333]
An act amending the existing fireworks statute was introduced  in the Senate in 2021 but later died that would also prohibit the use of fireworks on all days from the hours of 10:00 pm and 8:00 am. (see: https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/55leg/1R/bills/HB2623P.pdf)  

Do you agree with banning fireworks during specific times of the night/morning?
Yes?
No?
Undecided?

11. Instruct the groups to consider the poll question and list 2-3 reasons why someone might vote, “Yes” to the question and 2-3 reasons why someone might vote, “No” to the question.  
12. Instruct groups to choose a recorder and a reporter for the group. Call on each group to report on one reason for both choices.
13. Now, inform the class that they will have an opportunity to practice civil discourse with a class discussion. The topic will be the poll question.  
12. Say to students, “Before we begin, let’s set some class rules for civil discourse.” Ask students to call out, one class rule they think is needed for a respectful exchange of views. Make sure students consider in what manner students will be allowed to speak and what should happen if someone is discourteous or aggressive with their speech. Record rules on the class board.
13. Then, invite a volunteer to share their view on the poll question. Instruct students to respond with either a different view or if they agree with any part of a previous speaker.  
14. Encourage students who have not spoken to share something they agree with. 
15. Next, ask for vote by instructing students to record one of the voting options listed in Step 10 on a sticky note. Groups should choose a volunteer to collect their group notes. Prepare category headings for group volunteers to post their group’s votes. 
16. Call on a class volunteer to sum up the results and report to the class. Submit the final class vote on the LawForKids.org “What do you think? Web page.

Lesson Closure:  
19. Ask students to discuss with their group other situations that civil discourse may contribute to understanding different points of views and preserve peaceful interactions among society. 
20. Call on each group to shar a situation.    
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“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
Practicing Civil Discourse: Fire Works Restrictions Lesson Plan
Correlations

Civic virtues and democratic principles are key components of the American political system
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C1.3 Analyze the influence of personal interests and perspectives when people address issues and problems in government and civil society.
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political institutions

Citizens have individual rights, roles, and responsibilities
8.C2.1 Analyze the powers of citizens in a variety of governmental and non-governmental contexts.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights, and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political institutions.

Process, rules, and laws direct how individuals are governed and how society addresses problems
8.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing public problems.
8.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
8.C4.4 Identify, research, analyze, discuss, and defend a position on a national, state, or local public policy issue including an action plan to address or inform others about the issue.
8.C4.5 Analyze how a specific problem can manifest itself at the local, regional, and global levels, identifying its characteristics and causes, and the challenges and opportunities faced by those trying to address the problem. Apply a range of deliberative and democratic procedures to take action and solve the problem.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and Arizona History and Social Science Standards modified 8/23/19 Page 51 complex causal reasoning. • HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school civic contexts.
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