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“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s Your Argument? Lesson Plan
Officers should obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this.  

Objectives:  Students will…
· [bookmark: _Hlk82679793]understand that public schools enact rules and policies to ensure a safe learning and working environment. 
· learn types of arguments utilized in speeches.
· plan writing to change a point of view or persuade. 

[bookmark: _Hlk81994503]Class Subject: Language Arts, Civics, Government, and Social Studies (See pgs. 6-7 for correlations)
Protective Factors: Connection/Commitment to school
Social-Emotional Learning: Responsible Decision-Making

Materials:
· Poll Question #1 (see Step 5)-display on board
· Types of Writing Chart (see pg. 4)-1 copy per group
· Planning Activity document (see pg. 5)-1 copy per group

Timeframe: 50 Minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk30146921]Team Teaching:  For effective implementation of Law Related Education (LRE), team teach with the classroom teacher by…
· Having both the officer and teacher rotate among students and to different groups. Both instructors will provide positive feedback and engage in friendly conversations with students. This procedure will help reduce classroom disruptions, increase student engagement, and build supportive relationships with students. 
· Encouraging classroom teachers to participate in all activities by injecting clarification statements by relating relevant content to their curriculum. In this method, students will see more connections to their student life and be willing to carry over concepts and skills learned in LRE.
· Assigning the classroom teacher part of the lesson instructions. Team teaching with the classroom teacher enables the students to further see the importance of LRE lessons. It also provides opportunity for the classroom teacher to demonstrate teaching skills conducive for effective teaching. Student attention can be maintained easier with different voices and personalities experienced throughout the lesson.

Attention Grabber: 
1. [bookmark: _Hlk82679869]Begin the activity by placing the students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. 
2. Write the following title on the board, ‘School Rules’. Ask students to brainstorm with you, a list of school rules. Students may call out ideas as you record them on the board.
3. Explain that Arizona state government and legislation empower school districts to enact policies in line with state and federal mandates: 15-203. Powers and duties. Teaches and school staff, hired by the public school district, create rules under the leadership of the school administrators. School administrators, hired by the district school board, create policies under the leadership of the state superintendent. Members of the district school boards are elected by the voters of each school district. 
4. Next, instruct students to call out, a purpose for school rules. Record ideas on the board.
5. Display the following Poll Question #1 and possible responses on the board. Instruct students to record the letter of their choice on a sticky note. Instruct groups to choose a group volunteer to collect the group’s notes and post them next to the matching option on the board.
Because of the current school rules, I feel safe…
A. all the time.
B. most of the time.
C. some of the time.
D. almost never.
E. at no time on campus.
6. Instruct students to discuss in their group possible new school rules they would like to see enacted that would help students feel safe at school. Students providing the suggestion should also provide at least one reason how this new rule may help students feel safe at school. Groups should also choose a recorder to write their group’s ideas on the large poster paper.
7. Next, ask the students to discuss with their group current school rules they think need to be modified, or revoked to ensure students feel safe at school. Students providing the responses should also provide at least one reason how this change could help students feel safe at school. Group recorders should also write those ideas on the same poster paper.

Problem-Solving and Application Activities:
8. Provide each group a copy of the Types of Writing Chart (see pg. 4) to each group and briefly review with the class.
9. Instruct the groups to pretend that they are going to present a speech to the School Board meeting. The purpose of the speech is to convey their ideas on the topic of school rules. The group will decide their direction of either advocating for a new school rule or changing or revoking an existing one to ensure the feeling of safety on school campuses. 
10. Groups will prepare a writing organizer, utilizing one of the three types of writing, as a planning step in their speech writing process. 
11. Assign each group a type of writing but allow the groups to choose either to enact a new school rule, modify an existing one, or revoke an existing one that would best match their assigned type of writing. Groups may choose new rules or existing rules listed in Steps 1, 5, and 6.  
12. Provide each group a copy of the Planning Activity document (see pg. 5) and explain how to use the organizer to guide their ideas. Explain that groups will present their organizer to the class for feedback.  
13. The teacher and you should move around to each group, checking for understanding and providing supportive feedback. 
14. Inform groups that they will be voting on the presentation they would most like to see presented at a School Board Meeting, so they should keep notes. 
15. Call on each group to present and ask the class to identify the writing utilized. Ask the students what evidence they observed that helped them identify the writing plan and any other feedback they have.
16. Give time for groups to discuss their choice presentation then call on groups to report which presentation they would like to see presented and one reason why. 
    
Lesson Closure: 
17. Instruct the students to discuss in their group, how presenting a speech to a School Board may make a difference with students’ overall feeling of safety at school? 
18. Call on group volunteers to share their thoughts.
 
Note: The teacher may have students keep their writing plan and develop the writing process at a later date. If not presenting this lesson during a Language Arts class, have the students keep their writing plan for options to write about during their Language Arts class.

[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s Your Argument? 
[bookmark: _Hlk82680725]Types of Writing Chart Handout

	
	Opinion Writing
	Persuasive Writing
	Argumentative Writing

	Purpose
	Share your point of view so others will understand your thoughts.
	Get the audience to agree with your point of view so others will take action.
	Get the audience to accept your point of view as truth, so others will believe what you say to be the truth.

	Perspective
	1st person: I/We
	1st person: I/We and/or 2nd Person: You
	3rd person: He/She/It/They

	Evidence
	Personal Opinions and Emotions
	Emotional Appeal
	Logical Appeal, supported by facts, data, expert quotes, etc. 
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“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s Your Argument? 
Writing Plan Handout

Choose one of the following purposes and add the rule you are referring to.
· Revoke the following existing school rule: _________________________________________________

· Amend the following existing school rule: ________________________________________________

· Enact a new school rule: ______________________________________________________________

Choose the type of writing you will use, see Types of Writing chart and state here: ____________________________

Draft an opening sentence that states your claim to revoke, amend, or enact a school rule using a problem statement.




What reasons do you have to support your claim to revoke, amend, or enact a school rule? (List 3-5)








What possible disagreements may others have about your claim? (List 3-5)
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“Connecting LRE to Multiple Classroom Subjects” Academy
(Middle/High)
What’s Your Argument?
Correlations 

Civic Standards:
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings
8.C1.3 Analyze the influence of personal interests and perspectives when people address issues and problems in government and civil society.
8.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as means of addressing public problems.
C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at different levels including the national, state, local (county, city, school board), and tribal.
High School:
HS.C1.3 Explain and use deliberative processes implemented in various civic and political institutions.
HS.C4.4 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings and at various levels.
HS.C4.6 Assess options for action to address local, regional, and global problems by engaging in self- reflection, strategy identification, and complex causal reasoning.
HS.C4.7 Apply a range of deliberative and democratic strategies and procedures to make decisions in the classroom, school, and out-of-school
civic contexts.

Writing Standards: 
8-12.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline‐specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
8-12 SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
8.SL.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
8.SL.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 
9-10.W.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

8-12.W.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful for comprehension.
8-12.W.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade‐specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Arizona Foundation for Legal Services and Education                             September 2021 	Page 1

image1.jpeg
Arizona Foundation for

GAL SERVICES
DUCATION

THE ARIZONA BAR FOUNDATION




