[image: AFLSE w bar fdn]
The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Department of Education School Safety Program.

“Understanding and Engaging your 1st Amendment Right”: Academy
Middle/High
Petitioning Government Lesson Plan
Adapted from: The Bill of Rights and You-Lesson 3 Freedom of Assembly and Petition
https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/institute-curricula/
Pre-approval from school administrator is recommended

Objectives:  Students will…
· Experience the use of ‘Free Speech Zones’
· Evaluate the constitutionality of ‘First Amendment Zones’
· Create a Respect Tips Sheet to practice respect for the rights of others when petitioning government

Materials:
· Large paper and markers for each group
· Use the following resource:  The Bill of Rights and You-Lesson 3 Freedom of Assembly and Petition:
http://billofrightsinstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/The-Bill-of-Rights-and-You-Rights-and-Responsibilities-Full-Text.pdf 
· Print pg. 80:  First Amendment Zones-1 per student (*Note some printers may read pages differently)
· Cut and paste pg. 80-81:  Assembly and Petition Cases Fact Sheet:  so that each group receives the First Amendment with a different court case. Extra copies can be made so group members receive  a copy of the same court case
· See pg. 242: Expression Lesson Three Handout B:  First Amendment Zone for answer key
· Optional: judge gavel, gavel pencil or other object that students can pass to each other during debrief

Timeframe: 50 Minutes
Activity 1: Experiencing a ‘Free Speech Zone’
1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Ask the students to think about any school issues they are aware of. (As facilitator, be prepared to present possible school issues relevant to your campus if students are not aware of any actual issues.) Ask the students to call out ideas and record their responses on the board. (ex. uniforms, graduation requirements, school policies/rules, cyberbullying, homework policies, sports ineligibility, etc.)  
3. Tell the students to imagine that they are going to attend a school board meeting.  (The school board consists of elected or appointed members of the school district community who serve to meet the interest of the students and the school system.)
4. Instruct the groups to create a sign expressing their view on a school issue that they can hold up at a school board meeting if they are not given a chance to speak. Groups may use any issue brainstormed as a class or an assigned issue.  Encourage or assign some groups to create signs in support of and others to create signs opposed to the issue. 
5. Tell the students with signs in support of the school issue that they may post their signs inside the classroom.  Then, tell the groups who created signs opposing the school issue that they will post their signs outside the classroom in the “free speech zone”.  Explain that a “free speech zone” are areas set aside in public places for the purpose of political protesting.
6. Ask the groups to discuss their reactions to the ‘free speech zone’ and be ready to share.  

Activity 2: Evaluating “First Amendment Zones”
1. Hand each student a copy of pg. 80: “The Bill of Rights and You-Lesson 3 Freedom of Assembly and Petition”. Instruct the students to take turns reading the handout aloud to their group and then discuss the question.  
2. Take a class poll to see who feels “First Amendment Zones” are a violation of the First Amendment.  Ask for a few volunteers from both sides of the issue to comment.  
3. Inform the students that Supreme Court Justices base their decisions on the Constitution and decisions made on prior court cases. 
4. Next, provide each group a different case from pg. 81:  “The Bill of Rights and You-Lesson 3 Freedom of Assembly and Petition” along with The First Amendment.
5. Instruct the groups to take turns within their small groups reading the First Amendment and their assigned case and consider the rulings and the First Amendment to determine the constitutionality of the “First Amendment Zones”.
6. Rotate around to each group and have a volunteer report out how their case sets precedents for a ruling in support of or against the “First Amendment Zones” in the handout scenario. (See Facilitator guide pg. 242: The Bill of Rights and You-Lesson 3 Freedom of Assembly and Petition.)
7.   Ask the students if anyone changed their initial position after reviewing the cases.  

Activity 3:  Respect Tips for Petitioning Government
1. Remind the students that the First Amendment provides citizens the right to petition their government, that is, to express their ideas and call for action as long as their expressions do not violate the rights of others or jeopardize public safety.  
2. Hand each group a slip containing a different example of petitioning the government.  Instruct each group to add at least 3 tips that would show respect for others while utilizing that form of petitioning.     
3. Rotate around to each group and have a volunteer share their form of petition and respectful tips. (Ex. assemble or protest with purpose, non-violent demonstrations, follow local laws or restrictions, obey authorities present, use respectful words, use established sites for communication with government officials, etc.)

Debrief: Pass the gavel to a willing volunteer who will answer a question and then pass on to another willing volunteer. 
a. Name one form of petitioning the government?
b. Give responsibilities citizens have when petitioning the government?
c. Tell one way courts protect the assembling and petition of government?
Sources:  https://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/educate/educator-resources/institute-curricula/ 
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“Understanding and Engaging your 1st Amendment Right”: Academy
Middle/High
Petitioning Government 
Correlations

Civics and Government
Analyze the significance of the principles and ideas of the Bill of Rights. 
(7 S3C1 PO1a)
Explain the obligations and responsibilities of citizenship: obeying the law and voting.
(7-12 S3C4 PO4b-c)
Describe the importance of citizens being actively involved in the democratic process (i.e., voting, student government, involvement in political decision making, analyzing issues, petitioning public officials).
7-8 S3C4 PO3
Examine how the Constitution guarantees due process of law through Constitutional mandates and Amendments.
(HS S3 C3 PO2)

Key Ideas and Details
R.1 Read carefully to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it.

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words.

Comprehension and Collaboration
SL.1 Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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