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Dispute Between Neighbors


PLAINTIFF’S CONFIDENTIAL FACTS: Francis

Francis views this as a lesson for Ashton to learn, if you don’t do the work, you don’t get paid. Francis also has very strong feelings about personal responsibility and staying true to your word, and if you won’t accept responsibility then that’s what small claims court is for! 

Francis can’t prove that Ashton damaged the Jaguar, the home security camera footage doesn’t show anything definitive. The footage does show Ashton parking in the driveway, close to the car, where Francis asked Ashton not to park. Fixing the damage to the vintage car will cost about $500.

While Francis is upset about the whole incident, this is more about the principle. The HOA warning doesn’t come with a fine and doesn’t have any lasting consequences outside of the embarrassment. Also, Francis knows that a professional lawn care company will charge $200-$300 per visit and they won’t have the personal relationship that he and Ashton have formed.

Francis isn’t that worried about the money, but Ashton’s parents have been very combative and Francis doesn’t like the way kids these days get away with things. Francis feels strongly that Ashton should accept responsibility, admit to their mistakes, and apologize for the shoddy work and damaging the car at a minimum.
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