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Dispute Between Neighbors

DEFENDANT’S CONFIDENTIAL FACTS: Ashton

Ashton will be the first person in their family to attend college and is having trouble navigating the complicated process of visiting and applying to schools. Ashton is very appreciative of the work from their neighbors as it has allowed Ashton to make some money and still participate in extracurriculars which are important for college applications. They appreciate Francis’s generous payment and the new skills that Francis has taught them about plant care and maintenance. Ashton desperately needs to save all they can for school, and Francis pays more than anyone on the block, so they can’t lose this job.

Ashton feels bad about skipping 2 weeks of Francis’s lawn care and felt upset and rushed the next week when they tried to make up the work. It wasn’t up to the standard of Ashton’s usual work, and they were exhausted from doing another neighbor’s yard, but knew they couldn’t skip another week. Ashton has told their parents that they truly don’t remember touching Francis’s car, but they did park in the driveway which Francis had asked them not to do. It makes the job much quicker though, and Ashton was feeling overwhelmed and rushed that day.

Ashton’s parents are outraged that Francis refused to pay even after Ashton took the time to come by and fix the yard. They are very proud of Ashton for managing their own work, and Francis must understand that Ashton is just a kid and not a professional lawn care company. They also think the car damage is greatly exaggerated and Francis is just using it as another excuse to be cheap and not pay Ashton.

Ashton and their parents are concerned that if things go to court (1) Francis may have security footage that shows him damaging the car, and (2) the court may not enforce the verbal contract between them because Ashton was a minor when they agreed to it.
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