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School Pranks: Senior Tradition or Disciplinary Action?


PLAINTIFF’S CONFIDENTIAL FACTS: Dr. Island – School Representative

Dr. Islands is conscious about the community’s possible strong disapproval toward the school administration if Riley is punished too severely. Since the school has had a previously long-standing tradition of senior pranks, the community might seek to strike down the senior prank ban if they believe it is too harsh. Riley’s parents also have a strong influence in the community. The school administration wants to avoid community backlash and is willing to lessen Riley’s punishments if a non-disclosure agreement is signed. 

Upon further review of Riley’s plan, it never included filling the hallways with cups of water. This deviation alone could justify the school’s decision if they were to ban Riley from the rest of senior class activities and remove the ability to walk at graduation. As senior class president, Riley is entitled to give a speech at graduation. However, this ban allows the school to keep Riley from attending. They would be open to allowing Riley to attend graduation and give a speech, but only if Riley includes an apology and highlights to their classmates the importance of adhering to the new Senior Prank Ban.

The school is also concerned if they punish Riley too severely that it will have long-term ramifications on the student’s future, which they do not want to damage. The administration would consider reducing the consequences if Riley dedicates 15 hours of community service over the summer at the school. This time would match the number of staff that cleaned up cups in the hallway to allow students to get to class. Each staff member cleaned for an hour.

Finally, the school wants to make sure that a punishment is imposed that reflects the severity of the offenses for each student. There was footage of the prank but it was blurry, so the school administration wants Riley to disclose the names of the other students that snuck into the school so they can also serve community service and write a letter of apology. The school administration is willing to let those students walk for graduation if they agree to community service and the letter of apology. If a non-disclosure statement is signed, the administration will ensure no one knows Riley provided this information. Given Riley’s track record as an exemplary student, the fact no actual damage was caused aside from the clean-up, and this is the first year the ban has been implemented, the school administration is willing to uphold Riley’s participation in senior related activities if they offer this information. The other students will have their files reviewed individually to see if the same offer could be made. 

The school is hoping to find a creative solution to balance the deterrence of future students committing the same act and making sure the students who broke the ban are not punished too severely. 
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