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School Pranks: Senior Tradition or Disciplinary Action?


DEFENDANT’S CONFIDENTIAL FACTS: Riley

Riley and the group of seniors genuinely believed that they had permission for their prank as it was approved by the previous principal before the ban was in place. Filling the hallway with water was not part of the original proposal and it did disrupt the school staff’s ability to navigate hallways and teach students. Riley insists that their intention was never to cause harm or severe disruption and there was no damage to the hallways. Riley’s family is concerned this incident will negatively impact Riley’s future if it is made public. They are hoping to resolve this quietly and would sign a non-disclosure agreement if the school agrees not to harm Riley’s academic future. 

Riley’s family also has a lot of extended family coming from different parts of the United States to watch the graduation ceremony. Riley’s family wants to highlight that Riley is the class president and has never been in trouble to convince the school administration to let their student walk for graduation. Riley’s family spent $3,000 in air fare to ensure Riley’s grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins, would be in attendance to support them. The tickets are non-refundable. 

If a resolution is not agreed upon then Riley’s family is prepared to reach out to the community and share their thoughts on what they believe to be an unfair and harsh ban on traditions. Riley’s parents are well involved with the community and would have no issues garnering support to challenge this student prank ban. In fact, Riley’s family have participated in the senior pranks for generations. Riley’s family wants to avoid this however because their biggest concern is ensuring Riley’s future is not affected. Alternatively, Riley’s family would be willing to host a fundraiser to help the school pay for the damages from last year’s students and to serve as representatives in support of this new ban.

Riley also has a list of the other students who snuck into the school, however, Riley does not want to give this information unless the school administration agrees to let them all walk for graduation. Riley’s family is hoping to find a creative solution to ensure Riley’s future is not compromised. 
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