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Student Athlete Trouble


GENERAL FACTS:

	Alex is a popular high school senior at Valley High School and is an excellent athlete. Alex has accepted a scholarship offer from the Arizona Tech Suncats to play collegiate golf and signed a letter of intent at an event during their high school’s homecoming celebration. The signing was a big deal at the school and even garnered some media attention. Valley High School is not known as a particularly strong athletics school and students who earn a college scholarship offer are fairly rare.

	The Suncats are a Division One college golf powerhouse with a number of alumni who have gone on to play professionally. The program has a well-respected coach who has worked with the school’s athletic boosters to create a sponsorship program that allows all their golfers to take advantage of the new name image and likeness (NIL) rules in college athletics. To that end, every golfer on the Suncats roster is guaranteed an NIL deal that pays $50,000 annually. Some student-athletes sign additional deals as well. 

	The high school administration is concerned about some things they have observed during Alex’s senior year. Several teachers have brought up that Alex has been disinterested, missed assignments, and even skipped some classes. Alex’s grades have fallen from mostly A’s to barely passing several classes this fall. Some suspected that Alex might be experimenting with drugs. The school policy for drug tests requires student athletes to submit to random drug testing. These tests happen at the beginning of each month, and names are randomly selected from a list of all students who are on a sports roster. There is no policy for a student to be singled out and tested.

	The high school principal and athletic director discussed their concerns with the head golf coach and Alex’s parents. The administration feels that Alex should be suspended from the golf team and not be allowed to play until these issues are addressed. They propose that Alex should be placed on an academic improvement plan that will require Alex to attend all classes, participate in after-school tutoring, and have Alex take a drug test. Alex would remain suspended from the golf team for the remaining fall semester and could be reinstated for the spring semester if:
No additional classes are missed.
Alex participates in all required tutoring.
Alex passes a drug test.

	Alex’s parents were very upset that the administration was pushing to prevent Alex from playing golf this year. They understand that these trends are concerning, but they point out that Alex is still passing all their classes and has only missed a few days of school— both fall short of disqualification. They were also appalled that the school asked Alex to take a drug test when Alex has never had any history of drug use or been caught with drugs. They are also concerned that a suspension from golf will not help, but rather take away one of Alex’s motivations to stay engaged in school. Finally, they are worried that a suspension may put Alex’s college scholarship in jeopardy, including Alex’s NIL deal. At the meeting, they said that they felt that Alex was being singled out and held to a higher standard because of the attention that their college signing had brought and that if the suspension was put in place, they would seek legal advice on their options. After the tense meeting, the school administration suggested a mediation session to find a solution that all parties could agree on to help Alex. 

	The school’s goals during the mediation are to find a solution that will impress upon Alex the importance of school attendance, keep Alex from falling further behind in classes, and identify if there are any drug-related issues. The school does not want Alex to lose their college scholarship or transfer to another school to play golf, but they also do not want it to look like they have turned a blind eye to the situation just because Alex is a star athlete. 

	Alex and their parents want Alex to be allowed to continue participating on the golf team and want to avoid any negative attention on the situation. They feel that the school has acted prematurely, singled Alex out and that disciplinary action at this stage is an unwarranted overreaction. They are concerned that missing any portion of the golf season could cause Alex to lose their college scholarship and NIL deal. 
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