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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
Taxes World Cafe Lesson Plan
Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.

Objectives: Students will…
· Learn about filing taxes.
· Learn about the consequences of not filing taxes.
· Work with peers to research tax related topics.

Protective Factor Developed: Critical Reasoning Skills

Materials:
· Whiteboard
· Whiteboard marker, 1 for teacher
· https://lawforkids.org/taxes
· Devices to access internet, 2 or more per group
· Poster paper, 1 per group
· Markers/pens, 1 per person

Timeframe: 50 Minutes	

Activity:
1. Divide students into groups of 3-4 students in each and distribute technology devices, poster paper, and markers/pens.
2. Ask students “What is the purpose of taxes? What are some things taxes pay for?” Allow them to discuss with their groups before calling on students to share. Record ideas on the whiteboard.
3. Show the video explaining taxes - https://lawforkids.org/taxes. Ask the students to add to their list while watching the video and circle any items that they got correct. 
4. After the video, allow the groups to brainstorm for 1-2 minutes on something they learned from the video or something that they want more information on from the video. Allow each group to share their item and either clarify or confirm.
5. Explain that students will participate in an activity to learn more about taxes. Each group will be assigned 2 topics to research and create a poster/infographic on poster paper.
Topics:
a. Tax Brackets
b. Dependency Status
c. Tax Deductions and Credits  	
d. Who qualifies to pay taxes 
e. Tax Audits
f. Type of Taxes
g. Tax Forms
h. What Happens if You Don’t Pay?
6. After giving groups enough time to create their posters, they will participate in a “World Cafe.” 
a. Explain that there are “teachers” and “travelers.” One student from each group will remain seated at their table - this person will be the teacher in charge of teaching the content on their poster to the travelers that come to their table. The other students in the group are travelers who will travel to another table to learn from the teacher at that table. Travelers can travel to whichever table they want (they do not have to stay with their original group members).
b. After each round, the teachers will choose a traveler at their table to swap places with, who will then be in charge of teaching the content at that table for the next round. The teacher should make sure the traveler they chose is ready to teach the next group.
c. Continue until all students have had a chance to visit every table.
7. Have students return to their original group. Debrief by having them discuss what they learned during their “travels.” Call on each group to share 1-2 things they learned. Encourage them not to repeat information that was already shared.
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The Law-Related Education Academy is facilitated by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court.

“When You Turn 18: Employment and Taxes” Academy
(High School)
Taxes World Cafe Lesson Plan
Correlations

Social Studies
HS.E2.2 Analyze how incentives influence economic choices for individuals, institutions, and societies.
HS.E4.3 Explain the roles of institutions in a market economy.
HS.E5.2 Evaluate how interdependence impacts individuals, institutions, and societies

English Language Arts
11-12.SL.1 - Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.6 - Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
11-12.W.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
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