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The Law-Related Education Academy is sponsored by the Arizona Foundation for Legal Services & Education with funding made possible by the Arizona Supreme Court. 

When You Turn 18 Academy

(High School)
“Legal Responsibilities Icebreaker” Lesson Plan

Please obtain administrator approval prior to implementing this lesson.
Objectives: Students will… 
· learn what laws affect them as juveniles. 

· learn what they are legally held responsible for after turning 18.
Protective Factor Developed:  Critical Reasoning Skills

SEL Competency: Responsible Decision-Making Skills
Materials:
· Chart Paper with the Following Headings:
· No Difference in Legal Responsibility

· Responsible Only If You Are a Juvenile

· Responsible Only If You Are an Adult  

· Legal Responsibility Issues Strips (1 per student)
· Legal Responsibilities Facilitator Guide
Timeframe: 15 minutes

Activity:

Prior to the activity, post chart paper around the room with the following headings: No Difference in Legal Responsibility, Responsible Only If You Are a Juvenile, and Responsible Only If You Are an Adult.

1. Post the three signs on opposite walls:

· No Difference in Legal Responsibility
· Responsible Only If You Are a Juvenile

· Responsible Only If You Are an Adult  

2. Divide the class into small groups of 4-5 students.

3. Hand each student a ‘Legal Responsibility Strip and instruct the students to discuss as a group where their strips fit within the following categories. 

4. Then, have each student take their strip and stand under the sign they feel it applies to and be ready to explain why. (see facilitator guide)
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“When You Turn 18” Academy

(High School)

“Legal Responsibilities Icebreaker”
Facilitator Guide
No difference in legal responsibility
Theft

            
Sexual Assault

            
Drug Possession

            
Assault

            
Robbery

            
Vandalism


Murder


Trespassing

Panhandling


Shoplifting


Arson 


Possession of Stolen Mail

Forgery

Responsible only if you are a juvenile   
Smoking

            
Runaway

            
Incorrigible 

     
Curfew


Truancy
Marriage (without parental consent and judicial consent for youth under 16)

Handling a Firearm (without adult supervision)
Responsible only if you are an adult

            Legal Contract

            Credit Card Debt

            Draft Registration

            Jury Duty

            Voting
            Carry Concealed Weapons
No Difference in 
Legal Responsibility
Responsible Only If You Are a Juvenile
Responsible Only If You Are an Adult
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“When You Turn 18” Academy
(High School)

“Legal Responsibilities Icebreaker” 

Correlations
Civics

HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.

English Language Arts

11-12.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on- one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
11-12.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence in an organized, developed style appropriate to purpose, audience, and task, allowing listeners to follow the speaker's line of reasoning, message, and any alternative perspectives.
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