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What Do You Think? Poll Question Lesson Plan 
(Middle/High School)

Objective: Students will consider different viewpoints prior to making a decision.

Materials:
· Large Paper/Markers (per group)
· LawForKids.org Poll Questions - http://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think
· ‘YES’ & ‘NO’ Signs; Optional: “UNDECIDED”

Prior to the Class Presentation:
· Visit the website and choose a poll question you would like to discuss with the students.
· Send the link to the teacher to ensure it can be accessed in the classroom and projected onto the screen.
· Ask the teacher if they have the materials needed in the classroom or if you should supply your own.
· Print the “read more” handouts from the website so that 1 handout is provided to each student. This is an optional step.

Timeframe: 45 Minutes

1. Begin the activity by placing students into small groups of 4 or 5 students in each. Provide large paper and markers for each group.
2. Display a poll question from LawForKids.org: http://lawforkids.org/get-involved/what-do-you-think. Call on a volunteer to read the question to the class. (Optional: provide copies or excerpts of the linked article to each group and/or allow groups to conduct further online research on the topic.)
3. Instruct the groups to create a t-chart on their large poster paper and record a list of reasons for the “No” response to the poll questions and a list of reasons for the “Yes” option. 
4. Rotate to each group checking for understanding and asking providing suggestions for both options. 
5. Call on each group to report on one different reason for a “Yes” response and one different reason for a “No” response. 
6. After all groups have provided their thoughts, provide additional unbiased information regarding the poll topic that will help the students further understand and form their own opinion.

Choose one option below:

Option 1: (allows all students to join in the continuum)
· Next, post the Yes and No signs on opposite sides of the room and explain to the students they will participate in a continuum activity where they will have an opportunity to respectfully voice their personal opinion and listen to others voice theirs.
· Instruct the students to stand in the middle of the room between the two signs and listen while you read the poll question again.
· Further instruct the students to think about their answer then move along a continuum between the two signs that closely corresponds to what they think. They do not need to decide as a group. This will be their individual thought.
· Ask for a few volunteers from different points along the continuum to state their opinions. Ask any students if they want to respond respectfully or want to change their location after hearing from their peers.  
· As students share their thoughts, you may ask questions that will help them further explain their opinion and/or to provoke new volunteers to speak. If there are any opinions shared that violate the law, make sure to let them know what the law states. 
· Continue to step 7.

Option 2: (allows 1 student from each group to move in the continuum and speak for their group)
· Have each small group decide if they agree or disagree as a group. They must come to a consensus. 
· They should elect 1 person from their group to be their spokesperson. 
· Post the Yes and No signs on opposite sides of the room and explain to the students they will participate in a continuum activity where they will have an opportunity to respectfully voice the  opinion of their group and listen to others voice their group’s opinion.
· Instruct the spokesperson for each group to stand near the sign that best represents their view.
· Ask for a few volunteers from different points along the continuum to state their opinions. Ask any students if they want to respond respectfully or want to change their location after hearing from their peers.  
· As students share their thoughts, you may ask questions that will help them further explain their opinion and/or to provoke new volunteers to speak. If there are any opinions shared that violate the law, make sure to let them know what the law states. 
· Continue to step 7.

7. Have the students return to their seats. 
8. Observe the majority opinion of students by asking them to raise their hand to show if they agree or disagree. Record the responses and see which option has the majority vote. 
9. Submit the class vote on the online site and reveal how others on the website have voted.  
10. Review if the results were the same as the class or not.

Lesson Debrief: 
Questions to pose to the youth to wrap up class discussion. This can be done individually or you can have them discuss the question in their small group first, then choose one volunteer from each group to share their answers. For the quieter classrooms, placing them in small groups may produce more discussion.
· Why is it important to use respect when voicing your opinion or responding to others? 
· Why is it important to consider both points of view before making a decision? 
· Why is it important to get more information before debating a topic? 
· Did any of the results of how the majority voted on the website surprise you and why? 
· How can voicing your opinion contribute to civic participation?
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What Do You Think? Poll Question Lesson Plan 
(Elementary/Middle/High School)
Arizona State Standards Correlations


Social Studies
6.C4.2 Describe and apply civic virtues including deliberative processes that contribute to the common good and democratic principles in school, community, and government. 
7.C4.2 Assess specific rules and laws (both actual and proposed) as a means of addressing public problems.
7.C4.3 Analyze the purpose, process, implementation, and consequences of decision making and public policies in multiple settings.
8.C1.2 Demonstrate civic virtues that contribute to the common good and democratic principles within a variety of deliberative processes and settings.
8.C2.1 Analyze the powers of citizens in a variety of governmental and non-governmental contexts.
8.C2.2 Explain specific roles, rights and responsibilities of people in a society.
HS.C2.1 Explain the importance of individual participation in civic and political institutions. 
HS.C2.2 Analyze the role of citizens in the United States political system over time and compare this to the role of citizens in other political systems.
HS.C2.4 Analyze the responsibilities of citizens.

Language Arts
6-8.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
a. Come to discussions prepared having read or studied required material; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion. 
d. Review the key ideas expressed, draw conclusions, and demonstrate understanding of multiple perspectives through reflection and paraphrasing.
9-10.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one‐on‐ one, in groups, and teacher‐led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
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